Grassroots

d I'dl |
Union

?‘é Volume 19, Issue 3

May-June 2008

Public Election Financing Key to Legislative Action

0 o A A W M W

DPve really enjoyed interning with the

Farmers Union for the last few weeks, shad-
owing Judie Hoffman at the Capitol. Over
the past weeks I've met and talked with
legislators, attended committee meetings,
and educated myself on various issues that
have come before the legislature.

Some of the issues I've followed
over the last few weeks include sustainable
funding for natural resources, CAFO odor
mitigation, dry manure stockpiling, manure
applicator regulations, the extension of the
barn preservation tax credit, and regulations

on out of state crop dusters.

Interning at the Capitol has given me
the chance to observe several dynamics of
the legislative process, such as the differenc-
es between the Democrats in the House and
the Senate, and even the divides within the
individual House and Senate Democratic
caucuses.

The governor’s influence on the legis-
lative process was also interesting to observe,
given his interest in maintaining the influ-
ence of the governor’s office while at the
same time trying to maintain party unity
with the Democrats in the legislature.

The influence of well financed interest

groups at the capitol was perhaps the most
disappointing, though not unexpected,
thing I observed at the legislature. The
legislature definitely needs to move on Voter
Owned Iowa Clean Elections next session.
The influence of the Farm Bureau and the
commodity groups makes it very difficult
to move legislation to stop the influence of
corporate driven agriculture and defend the
independent family farm.

I've also been writing up weekly reports for
the board on what’s been going on at the
Legislature. Below are a couple of excerpts
from those reports on two of the Legislative

Legislative wrap-up /00070001

New Staff Members Join IFU Team in Ames Office

Iowa Farmer s Union welcomes two
new staff people in our Ames office.

Gwen Foster will be taking over as
office manager from Leigh Adcock, who will
be leaving IFU at the end of May after five
years.

Gwen brings many

r

years' experience in
administrative support
with Hewlett-Packard, and
a varied background in
agriculture from growing
up in rural Arizona, raising |
worms for compost in
California, and now living
and raising vegetables

on an acreage north of
Nevada with her husband
Chris.

Gwen holds a master's degree and
wrote her thesis on the disastrous effects of
North American free trade agreements on
the Mexican farmer.

She says she is thrilled to be working
for a sustainable agriculture organization

that allows her to take concrete actions on

Gwen Foster

her beliefs.

Sue North will be recruiting Farmers
Union members and conducting food and
ag policy meetings all around lowa during
2008. She is working with support from
grants from the National Farmers Union,
Ben & Jerry's Foundation and
an anonymous donor.

One major focus of Sue's
work will be to reach out to
more urban consumers with
the Farmers Union's message of
support for independent family
farmers and safe and healthy
food systems. A Friend of the
Family Farmer membership only
costs $25 per year, and supports
our work in Towa promoting
sustainable agriculture and pro-
gressive food and agriculture policy.

Sue has 30 years' experience working
with small Jowa communities in economic
development, and recently served as director
of the Story County Volunteer Center for
two years. She also resides in Nevada.

"I am having a wonderful time train-

ing these
smart and
dedicated new
staff mem-
bers," said
Leigh. "Farm-
ers Union

is fortunate

to find two
people with
the depth of

experience

Sue North

and passion for
agriculture and sustainable development
that these two have."

Please drop them a note or give them
a call to welcome them to IFU! Both may
be reached at 800-775-5227, or email them
at info@iowafarmersunion.org (Gwen) and
outreach@iowafarmersunion.org (Sue).

Leigh will be through in the office
on May 30, but will help facilitate a youth
camp and two renewable energy workshops
this summer, as well as serve on a new com-
mittee formed to plan long-range strategies
for fundraising and donor development.
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Standing Up
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Hello, all. Rain, rain, and more rain is the
agenda of Towa weather this spring! Let’s hope it
does not diminish to the extreme of nothing (no
rain) in July.

The 2008 legislative session is over and
should be duly recognized for accomplishing
very little for rural Iowa. I just received legislative
speaker Murphy’s electronic update titled “Inside
the Towa Legislature” with the subject line titled
“Keeping our promises.” First thought is, they
don’t even want to remember or acknowledge
the promises made in the last election campaigns
and many before that. Local control (or any form
of it), odor management, water quality, manure
management, accessible markets for independent
livestock producers, or any corporate livestock
issues are not on their radar screen, period. Year

after year and poll after poll shows a majority
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of Towans want these issues addressed. The next
time you see any legislator or the governor, ask
them, “Why not”?

Iowa Farmers Union is very disappointed
with the session, and it is pretty clear that in-
dustrial agriculture interests have way too much
influence in the statehouse while rural residents
and family farmers toil away at the daily grind
wondering if they will have new neighbors (cor-
porate livestock facilities), open markets to sell
into, decent health care, and that crucial off-farm
job, while the legislature continues to listen to
the corporate “powers that be.”

Is even thinking about giving taxpayer
money to those who have taken over the live-
stock industry and caused their own dilemma
the answer? s yet another study of odor (while
ignoring community, water, and all other CAFO
problems) even warranted, or just another stall
tactic that gives legitimacy to five more years
of doing nothing? Also, even the thought of
letting the industry pile manure 400 feet from a
stream or homes is ludicrous at best. I guess the
legislature and the governor need to prove that
they have not been “rolled” by the industry, as it
sure looks like it. We all need to ask our elected
officials to reflect back on promises they made
to grassroots people during election cycles. The
statehouse needs to get to work for the people
who voted for them, not the corporate entities.

I do need to commend the few legislators who
stand with us in the statehouse day after day and
year after year, including Sens. Jack Kibbie and
Joe Bolkcom and Reps. Mark Kuhn and Marcie
Frevert, among others: thank you for what you
do; we need more of you!

We hand-delivered copies of well over
5,000 of your signatures on a CAFO morato-
rium petition to the governor, and senate and
house majority and minority leadership at our
lobby day in March. The fact that we have had
absolutely no response from any recipient does
not speak well of “listening to the people” that
the politicians claim is their game.

The issues we have been involved with on
the state level have also made mainstream press
and recognition across the country, including the
recent Des Moines Register headline, “Livestock
lobby meddled in study, authors say” (April 30,
2008). The recently released two-year national

Pew Commission Study on Industrial Animal

Production Agricul-

ture is quite revealing
of what is happening
and why. I encourage

all to read it at http:

[ Iwww.pewtrusts.org/
news_room_detail.aspx?id=38438. Also, the
Union of Concerned Scientists has released a very
good report on the staggering costs to taxpayers
of the industrial livestock model (see page 4 for
details on both studies). It is becoming clear that
our issues are reaching the mainstream!

In April the Iowa Farmers Union Board of
directors spent a couple days at a strategic plan-
ning retreat talking about how we can make IFU
a stronger, better organization in the future while
reaching out to younger current and potential
new members. We also need to be inclusive of
consumers, other rural residents, and the envi-
ronmental community. Farming is moving into
a whole new area of younger people sustainably
producing food for the local market. We believe
this is a big part of the future of family farms and
food production in this country.

I am sad to announce that Aater nearly
five years, Leigh Adcock (our all-in-one employee
who has done it all to the highest degree of excel-
lence) has decided to pursue another opportunity
and will be leaving IFU shortly. Leigh is staying
on through May to advise our two talented new
employees for a few weeks: new office man-
ager Gwen Foster and marketing and outreach
director Sue North. (See front page for more on
them.)

I was also in D.C. a few weeks ago and
testified before the United States House Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
about restoring the original intent of the 1972
Clean Water Act, which has been diminished
over the years by the current administration
and also by two Supreme Court decisions. My
testimony was, of course, rural-oriented with a
large part of it dealing with CAFO-related pol-
lution problems and solutions. If the proposed
legislation passes, it will be the largest piece of
environmental law since the 1972 Act itself.

You can read my testimony at our website,
www.iowafarmersunion.org/Newsroom.

With a closing hope for rain and sunshine
(emphasis on sunshine at the moment) as that is

what makes the crops grow!
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big issues I've been following this session,
the odor study and sustainable funding for
natural resources.

For the next few weeks I'll be working
with Sue on outreach to farmers markets
and some other projects. It’s been great
interning with this organization and I ap-
preciate everything I've been able to learn
from the people associated with the lowa
Farmers Union.

O A

The Odor Study Bill calls for a $22.8
million research project over five years. It
provides for research of odor mitigation
methods and community air modeling
(CAM). For a CAFO to obtain a construc-
tion permit, the operator would have to
have the certificate saying that they had
participated in the CAM study, but there are
several exceptions to this requirement and
the community air modeling only applies
odor, not any actual pollutants. The study
is non-binding for the producer, so they
would not even be required to utilize any of
the odor mitigating methods that the study
found successful.

After passing in the House, this bill
passed the Senate with a couple of amend-
ments, and then bounced back to the House
where two of those amendments were
accepted. One of these amendments would
allow the public to see the results from the
study of individual operations so long as
the identity of the operation isn’t revealed.
Another would provide cost-sharing for
proved technologies such as bio-filters and
lagoon pit covers. Senator Bolkcom offered
an amendment that included the health
effects study that Representative Kuhn had
pushed for in the House, but it failed on a
voice vote. The vote on the bill was 29-17
in the Senate and 69-28 in the House. The
study won’t be funded this session, but can
be expected to be revisited next year on the
funding question.

0000000 00000noDmonoooa

This was the constitutional amend-
ment to create the Natural Resources and
Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund to protect

and enhance water quality and natural

L10000doinooo

areas in lowa. It would provide
funds for parks, trails, and fish
and wildlife habitat as well as
conserving agricultural soils.
The trust fund would take 3/8
of every penny from any future
increase in the state sales tax and
set it aside in the trust fund,
which would be reserved strictly
for funding this program. It
passed the House overwhelming- £
ly with bipartisan support on an
87-10 vote and passed the Senate with only
two dissenting votes. It now needs to pass
the House and Senate again next session,
and then the people of Iowa will have the
chance to vote for the constitutional amend-
ment in an upcoming general election.
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Dan Thele. IFU Intern
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Montezuma CAFO Fight
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Prestige Farms, the nation’s fourth
largest pork producer, has submitted plans
to build a 7,488 head hog operation in
Poweshiek County near Montezuma.
Besides the usual concerns surrounding
a hog production facility of this size,
much of the manure produced from this
facility would be spread on 150 acres of
highly erodible land in the Diamond Lake
Watershed, the source of Montezuma’s
drinking water and a popular recreational
area.

On April 29 a representative from the
DNR met with area residents about the
proposed confinement operation. Residents
spoke on the health, environmental,
quality of life, and economic concerns
surrounding the proposed confinement
and confinements already in the area. The
proposed facility was rejected by the county
board of supervisors, and awaits a decision
from the DNR. Unfortunately, if the
DNR decides to issue the building permit,
the county’s decision will be completely

disregarded.

IFU Wish List

- Laptop PC computer with ethernet
hookup
- Portable LCD projector
- Help making a building sign for our
new office
Call 800-775-5227 if you can help!

Welcome, New
IFU Members!

Donald & Helen Pinter,
Ft. Atkinson
Gwen Foster, Nevada

1000000

UiDOIooiOitoIdtboobitiotod
I
8 O
000I0000D00IOOIDO0D Dit0Onooda
0000booiotoiniotonoo
L 0l0oOditnnooOnaioa
Q00oidnodontitootono0

(0o



In the News

Two National Reports Slam Industrial Livestock Model
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WASHINGTON (April 24, 2007)

— Misguided federal farm policies have
encouraged the growth of massive confined
animal feeding operations, or CAFOs, by
shifting billions of dollars in environmental,
health and economic costs to taxpayers and
communities, according to a report released
today by the Union of Concerned Scientists
(UCS). As a result, CAFOs now produce
most of the nation’s beef, pork, chicken,
dairy and eggs, even though there are more
sophisticated and efficient farms in opera-
tion.

“CAFOs aren't the natural result of
agricultural progress, nor are they the result
of rational planning or market forces,” said
Doug Gurian-Sherman, a senior scientist in
UCS’s Food and Environment Program and
author of the report. “Ill-advised policies
created them, and it will take new policies
to replace them with more sustainable, envi-
ronmentally friendly production methods.”

“CAFOs Uncovered: The Untold
Costs of Confined Animal Feeding Opera-
tions” enumerates the policies that have
allowed CAFOs to dominate U.S. meat and
dairy production. For example, it found
that from 1997 to 2005 taxpayer-subsi-
dized grain prices saved CAFOs nearly $35
billion in animal feed, which comprises a
large percentage of their supply costs. Cattle
operations that raise animals exclusively
on pasture land do not benefit from the
subsidy. (To read the full report, go to: htep:
/Iwww.ucsusa.org/food_and_environment/
sustainable_food/cafos-uncovered.html)

The report also details how other
federal policies give CAFOs hundreds of
millions of taxpayer dollars to address their
pollution problems, which stem from the
manure generated by thousands, if not tens
of thousands, of animals confined in a small
area. The report estimates that CAFOs have
received $100 million in annual pollution

O

prevention payments in recent years through
the federal Environmental Quality Incen-
tives Program, which was established by the
2002 Farm Bill.

“If CAFOs were forced to pay for
the ripple effects of harm they have caused,
they wouldn’t be dominating the U.S. meat
industry like they are today,” said Margaret
Mellon, director of UCS’s Food and Envi-
ronment Program. “The good news is that
we can institute new policies that support
animal production methods that benefit
society rather than harm it.”

Instead of favoring CAFOs, the report
recommends that government policies
provide incentives for modern production
methods that benefit the environment,
public health and rural communities. The
report also shows that several smart alterna-

tive production methods can offer meat

and dairy at costs comparable to CAFO
products.

“Many farmers are succeeding when
they work with nature instead of against
it,” said Gurian-Sherman. “These savvy
producers are proving that hog hoop barns,
smart pasture operations, and other alterna-
tive methods can compete with the massive
CAFOs. And that’s despite the fact that the
cards are stacked against them.”

In addition to steering taxpayer dol-
lars away from CAFOs, the report also urges
Congress to enforce laws that encourage
competition so alternative producers can get
their meat and dairy to consumers as easily
as CAFOs. Making CAFOs, rather than
taxpayers, pay to prevent or clean up the
pollution they create is also critical, Gurian-
Sherman said.

Pew/Johns Hopkins Study: CAFO's Pose

"Unacceptable Risks"

American agriculture must move away
from its focus on large, industrial farms to
reverse environmental and human health
problems, a private commission reported
Tuesday.

The report examined the impact of
what it called the widespread use of indus-
try-like facilities, where large numbers of
cattle, pigs and chickens are concentrated,
often in very close quarters, for rapid growth
and preparation for slaughter.

“There is increasing urgency to chart
a new course,” concluded the report by the
Pew Commission on Industrial Farm Ani-
mal Production, which spent more than two
years examining the industrial farm systems.

The facilities, the report concluded,
“often pose unacceptable risks to public
health, the environment and the animals
themselves” while shifting rural America’s
economic power from farmers to livestock
processors.

The study was a project of the Pew
Charitable Trusts and the Johns Hopkins

Bloomberg School of Public Health. The
15 commission members offered a mix of
expertise, from agriculture and the food in-
dustry to public policy, veterinary medicine

and animal welfare.

“We're certainly not suggesting we go
back to what is perceived to be the good old
days of small family farms,” said panel chair-
man John Carlin of Kansas State University,

a former Kansas governor.

Carlin said in an interview that the
panel believes “there are going to have to
be ... significant changes to address some of
the public health and environmental issues”
raised by the large feed lots and concentra-
tions of livestock and poultry.

The commission examined a broad
range of issues, such as the impact of live-
stock waste on lakes, streams and soil; the
human health implications of the industry’s

extensive use of low-level antimicrobials for
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Resource for Farmers

New Program Links Sustainable Farmers with Investors
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Dear Farmers,

I am piloting a new program to help
farmers committed to organic and sustainable
agriculture start, maintain and grow their
operations by linking them with socially
motivated investors who will purchase the
farmland they need and lease it to them on
long-term, renewable leases with an option to
buy. I am sending out this Call for Pre-
Applications because I have an initial investor
who has asked me to help them invest $3
million in this way in 2008. I will seek out
other investors as well based on the opportuni-
ties that come forward.

The goals of the program are to:

* Foster the viability and growth of
farmers and ranchers committed to organic
and sustainable agriculture;

 Preserve farmland and strengthen
the economic, social and ecological health of

rural communities;

Offered
through the

Dental/Eye
Care Plans

1 Dental/Eye Care Plan
1 Dental coverage for Preventive,
Basic and Major Services
{1 Deductible and Coinsurance
coverage
1 Freedom to go to any dentist
 100% coverage for a routine eye
exam at a VVSP Provider
1 Stand Alone Eye Care Plan
1 Coverage for Exams, Frames,
Lenses and Contact Lenses
{1 Freedom to go to any Eye Care
Provider

Call today for more information
or enrollment material

877-817-4805

L10000doinooo

* Help ethical investors achieve their
financial, social and environmental goals
through investments in farmers committed to
organic and sustainable agriculture;

e Create a community of interest
among farmers and investors committed to the
values of environmental sustainability,
farmland preservation and healthy food.

Please read the pages below for detailed
information about the program. If you have
further questions please don’t hesitate to
contact me; my information is below. I look
forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Robert Karp

414-477-1170

orgfarminvest@centurytel.net

New Spirit Ventures, LLC

W2811 Friemoth Road, East Troy, W1
53120

00000000

CJ000: A program designed for
experienced organic and sustainable farmers
who need additional land or need help
maintaining their existing land base. I will
help farmers who meet the criteria link up
with a socially motivated investor who will
purchase the farmland needed and lease it to
the farmer on a long-term (up to fifteen-year),
renewable lease. The lease will include an
option to buy at a fair market value if the
investor ever wants to sell the land. A
conservation easement may also be put on the
land to prevent non-farm development. The
program is being piloted in 2008 through this
Call for Pre-Applications.

[CJ00: Farmers may apply who can
demonstrate a commitment to the core
principles of organic/sustainable agriculture,
have stable markets, and have been in business
at least five years. Farmers should be able to of-
fer, at minimum, a starting rental rate that is
4% of the land cost. (See detailed farmer
criteria under #’s 2 and 3 below).

C10000: The Call for Pre-Applications is
being widely distributed in six states: Iowa,
Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, North Dakota
and Wisconsin.

C1000: Read carefully the document

below and send in a short letter as soon as
possible, but no later than June 15, 2008,
describing your farm and the investment you
are proposing.

0

To apply, please send a letter of no more
than three, single-spaced pages (12 point
font). Feel free to include additional info such
as a farm brochure or photograph, etc.
Keeping in the mind the criteria listed in the
application, please answer the following as
concisely as possible:

1. Describe your farm and your
business: Include the history and goals of your
operation, the location, size and character of
your farm, the different products you raise and
whether you are certified in any manner.

2. Describe how you market your
different products and how long you have
worked with your current buyer/s. What have
been your challenges and successes as a
business?

3. Describe the investment you have in
mind and why you are seeking this assistance:
include how much land, where it is located,
how obtainable it is, what you think it would
cost and what kind of lease terms you would
propose.

4. Tell me what kind of financial
information you would be willing to be share
in the next step of the application process (i.e.
tax returns, property statement, etc).

5. Send three names as references from
some of the businesses or organizations with
whom you work, for example, farm groups,
buyers, certifiers, bankers, or agencies (i.e.
Extension Service, NRCS, etc), etc.

6. Let me know the best way to reach
you.

Send your letter to me at the below
address by email or by US Postal Service as
soon as possible, but no later than June 15,
2008.

Robert Karp

New Spirit Ventures, LLC

W2811 Friemoth Road

East Troy, W1 53120

orgfarminvest@centurytel.net
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Opportunities and Threats
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Iowa is only .098% of the world's land
mass. Pretty insignificant. Yet according to the
NRCS, Iowa has between 10 and 25 percent
of the world's finest soils. When those soils are

combined with our climate and rainfall, we
have the greatest potential on earth to grow
food. That makes us Iowans far from insig-
nificant as stewards of a non-renewable global
treasure.

I've lived on a farm all but five years
of my life. I've experienced both ends of the
spectrum—sustainable farming and conven-
tional farming. My daughter and I direct-mar-
ket antibiotic-free, no-hormone-added beef,
chicken, turkey and pork. My four kids raise
the poultry and pork. I'd guess out of the four,
three will return to the farm or to a farm.

My husband farms 1,120 acres and
raises beef. I often tell people my kids have
grown up on a schizophrenic farm. Mom
farms one way and Dad farms another. I'd like
to inform you that no one has died yet! The
two types of farming can co-exist; we work
cooperatively and we aren't putting each other
out of business. As in most successful relation-
ships, both parties may have to be receptive to
hearing some hard truths that they may have
been overlooking and not open to discuss in
the past.

I'm told that last year the total corn
crop in Iowa was valued at $4 billion. How-
ever, according to two studies, one by Sales
and Marketing magazine and one by the lowa
Department of Agriculture and Land Stew-
ardship (IDALS), Iowans spend $8 billion
a year on food, and 86 percent of that food
is brought into Iowa from out of state. Why
aren't we asking our state policy makers to in-
crase markets for locally prouced food, which

would put more
young farmers back
on the land? Sound
quirky?

Last March,
I spent three weeks
in eight countries
in Europe studying
healthy commu-
nities. I visited
Rungis Market
near Paris. This is a
wholesale market that feeds 9 million people
a day. It markets to the restaurants, schools,
hospitals, nursing homes. . .you name it. Run-
gis occupies 320 hectares of land and employs
15,000 people to facilitate the flow of millions
of tons of produce, meat, cheese, poultry and
even flowers.

Millions of dollars pass through the
market in Rungis, France each day. Why not
Towa? We need to assess the investments Iowa
has made through deals with companies like
Wells Fargo, Wells Blue Bunny and Trans Ova
(tax dollars benefiting one company), and
consider the economic, societal and environ-
mental benefits of small farms being supported
throughout the state.

We are fortunate in that we live close
to a strong market for locally produced foods,
but it has a down-side too. My farm's soil is
flat, black and rich. With a Corn Suitability
Rating ranging between 90 and 98 (this is the
quality of the soil with the highest rating being
100), it is unthinkable that this land would
be used for anything for food production.

But some landowners believe that farming is
something to be done with the land until we
can find a higher and better use for it.

My farm is now surrounded on three
sides by sprawl development. Most folks in
our area would say it is time for me to throw
in the towel, cash in teh chips and become a
millionaire. My neighbors have sold their land
from $23,000 an acre to $48,500 an acre. But
I say someone has to stop the stupidity of de-
stroying non-renewable resources for personal
gain under

barrels of oil a week.

If everyone ate one meal a week of regionally
grown, organic food, that would save 1.1 million

the guise of
economic
development
and growth.
Because the

ffrom Barbara Kingsolver's book Animal, Vegetable, sad fact is,

Miracle: A Year of Food Life (Harper/Collins, 2007) Towa isn't
growing. We

are simply

moving the furniture.

The growth we are seeing in Iowa
is sprawl development and developers and
landowners and getting rich while main streets
and small town Iowa die. A 1998 ISU study
showed that 88 percent of all recent growth
in Iowa occurred outside city limits, while 50
percent of the land inside our city limits is
undeveloped. Revising Iowa's growth statutes
to encourage growth within existing city limits
would not only bring new life and tax base to
the cities, but would help preserve our farm-
land for food production.

Most of the growth is funded on the
backs of the taxpayer through state, federal
and local subsidies. Private property rights
shold be limited with a regard to future gen-
erations. In 1996, it was fond that Iowa was
losing 26.000 acres of ag land to development
per year. No new numbers have been com-
piled, but my sense is that isn't slowing. In
my recent visit to Europe, I noticed far more
density in the cities and a far higher regard for
farmland. The government had se tup devel-
opment plans and growth limits centuries ago
and the American growth model is a laughable
thing—except no one is laughing.

As one of the founders of 1000 Friend
sof Iowa, my goal was to educate lowans about
growth issues and find solutions that worked
for the common good of all people. The
threat creeping towards my farm fuels me to
continue to seek creative solutions to solve my
own problems.

I'm here to report that after a decade
of tireless work, I have failed more often than
succeeded. My personal motto has become:
"Success is theability to go from failure to
failure without loss of enthusiasm!"

What policy changes would end
encroachment? Annexing land in metropoli-
tan areas can be very similar to an arms race
between governments. There needs to be
regional planning and more emphasis placed
on citizen input. Policy needs to be put in
place to protect the rural/urban fringe areas.
Annexation laws need to be changed.

What can you do? Ask yourself what
you like about Iowa. What makes us special
and not "Anywhere, USA?"

I do believe we are the stewards of this
lovely global treasure called Iowa, where nearly
anything we decide to plant will grow, where
the rains are timely and the sun shines upon us
This treasure is only on loan to us from God
and our grandchildren.
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Farm Bill “Frameworlk’ Shaky

0000000000000

Since 1981, when I picked up my first
pen, paper and paycheck as a journalist, six
farm bills have come and gone. With them
came and went some giant elements in U.S.
farm policy — elements like the Farmer
Owned Reserve, planting set-asides, Kansas
Sen. Bob Dole and longtime House Ag
Committee boss Kike de la Garza.

The writing of those six laws, howev-
er, was as easy as making oatmeal compared
to the hemlock being brewed now with the
seventh, and not-yet complete, 2007 Farm
Bill.

Sure, Senate and House farm bill
negotiators finally reached a spending
“framework” April 25 that all say (hope is a
more accurate) will lead to a finished bill by
Mother’s Day.

If so, it will arrive more out of exhaus-
tion than exuberance, because this farm bill
fight has been the longest, nastiest slugfest
over farm policy most well-callused Capitol
Hill hands have seen. What started out as a
reform effort has, in 16 long months, deliv-
ered mostly an agreement to stop disagree-
ing; a broad revision of the 2002 law written
more in bad blood than stately ink.

And it’s far from over.

Since formalizing the framework April
25, Sen. Tom Harkin of Iowa, chairman
of the bill’s conference committee, twice
asked his Senate-House aggies to gather to
bake, then slice, the final pie. Both times the
meetings were canceled because, while ev-
eryone now agrees on the number of apples
to put into it—about $280 billion over five
years—no one wants to peel ‘em.

Privately, say both Repub and Dem
Hill operators, Harkin and his staff are
authors of much of this mush. Hints of slow
staff work on the bill’s many titles and poor
communications with other members began
to surface last fall when the legislation’s
Sept. 30 deadline quietly sank out of sight.

Shortly thereafter, two of Harkin’s
Senate ag colleagues, Montana’s Max Baucus
and North Dakota’s Kent Conrad, took lead
roles in shaping the bill. Together, as keepers
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of the Senate’s two money trees (Baucus is
chair of the tax-collecting Finance Com-
mittee; Conrad chair of the tax-spending
Budget Committee), did a lot of the lifting
to get the farm bill to where it is today.

But where it is now still doesn’t im-
press the White House.

In an April 29 press conference,
President Bush called the House-Senate
framework “a massive, bloated farm bill
that would do little to solve the problem”
of rising food prices. He also repeated his
call for hard caps on “subsidy payments to
multimillionaire farmers,” a call unheeded
by both Dems and Repubs of the conference
committee.

The most pregnant ag question in
Washington now is not so much when will
Congress complete the farm bill as much as
if it does, will the President veto it? And if
he does—as he and his staff have repeatedly
said they'd do since January—what’s next?

Absent a veto override, the answer
to that question is the 1949 Act. With-
out a 2007 (now 2008 update), the 1949
law—with its outdated producer votes,
planting allotments and $8 to $10 per gal-
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Discounted listings for Farmers Union members.
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businesses to buy quality food
and specialty products.
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lon, supermarket milk prices—automatically
becomes the law of the land.

In short, the 1949 ACT would be
a costlier, more dysfunctional disaster for
farmers and consumers alike than simply
extending the 2002 law.

Ah, but the politics of a veto are at-
tractive to the White House. The term-lim-
ited President has nothing to lose in canning
a “bloated” farm bill and pinning the blame
on the Dem-controlled Congress. Moreover,
a veto could give Repub candidates a win-
ning issue in November: Look, the do-noth-
ing Dems can’t even write a farm bill.

And, thus far, they can'.
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Call to Convention

The Iowa Farmers Union 2008 An-
nual Convention is scheduled for Friday
and Saturday, August 22 and 23 at the Best
Western Regency Inn in Marshalltown.

As usual, the event will feature excit-
ing speakers and workshops, grassroots
policy work, and a delicious meal of Iowa-
grown foods. You can also look forward to
Iowa wines and cheeses, the ever-popular
IFU auction, and information tables featur-
ing our sustainable ag partners from around
Iowa and the Midwest.

Got an idea for a policy change or
resolution? Put it in writing and send it to
us in care of the policy committee post-
marked no later than Aug. 1, 2008.

Suggestions for workshops or speak-
ers? Give us a call ASAP at 800-775-5227
and we will try to accommodate your re-
quests—if not this year, then at an upcom-
ing convention down the road!

IFU's state convention is your chance
to formulate the policy that drives our
organization's work for the upcoming year.
Isn't that why you joined IFU in the first

place? Don't miss uuLL state convention!
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lowa Farmers Union Upgrades Communications

lowa Farmers Union is upgrading its
communications to better serve its
members! Here's are the highlights:

Website Redesign

IFU worked with Silver Silos web
design in Ankeny to upgrade and
freshen the look of our website.

We also have a new domain name.
Check out the results at
www.iowafarmersunion.org. You will
find updated news and information,
links to our policy, newsletters and
archived news releases, a link to join
online using PayPal or a credit card,
and much more!

Email Alert Service

IFU recently subscribed to

Constant Contact, a web-based

email management system which
allows us to send out timely news
alerts using attractive customized
templates. Stay up to date on the
latest news—be sure to tell us if
your email address changes! You can
choose whether you wish to receive

IFU information and news, legislative

alerts, or both. Email us at info@iow

afarmersunion.org to report changes

or sign up. Safely
unsubscribe
anytime with

the handy link

at the bottom of
each alert, or by
contacting the
office.

Podcasts

Last December,
IFU was invited
to begin
providing weekly
radio commentaries to KTIC-AM/

FM in West Point, NE. They are an

ag news station covering eastern
Nebraska and western lowa at 840
AM and 107.9 FM. IFU and other
lowa farm organizations provide a
weekly three-minute commentary on
issues of concern to our members.
If you are not within the KTIC
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coverage area, don't worry—you can

still listen to IFU's commentaries!

Go to www.iowafarmersunion.org,

click on Newsroom along the left
side of the homepage, then on
Podcasts. You will see a player
which contains all our podcasts
so far; just scroll through the
titles and descriptions and
choose the ones you want to
hear. Or you can click on the
topic titles farther down the
page, download an MP3 file to
your computer and listen to it at
your convenience. Recent topics
have included the odor study

bill, the farm bill, rural development,

local food systems and many more.

E-Newsletter

Want to save us printing and postage
costs and reduce paper clutter?

Call or email to let us know you'd
prefer to receive email notification
that your Grassroots newsletter is
available online!
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