
 

 

Iowa Farmers Union Welcomes Bill Drury and Erik Christian  

to the Board of Directors 

    

Bill Drury: 
Bill has been farming in Wright County for 23 years. His farm includes about 320 acres, a flock 
of ewes, fruit trees, and a garden in addition to a son's free range chickens and geese. His 
youngest son, Dillon, is a freshman in the College of Agriculture at Iowa State University major-
ing in Food Science.  His son, Jon, is a teacher and coach in Tempe, Arizona, and a daughter 
Sarah, is a nurse in Mesa, Arizona.  
  Due to health reasons, Blaine Nickels has asked him to fill the position on the board for 
the remainder of the year. Bill has worked beside Blaine to protect their neighborhood and 
state's water and soil. While Blaine worked on the Farmers Union Board,  Bill represented the 
area on the Wright County Soil and Water Conservation Board, the Northern Iowa River Green-
belt, and the Iowa Environmental Council.  With Blaine, Bill has worked to have laws passed for 
manure management, site selection for CAFO's, restrictions on lagoons, regulation on number 
of livestock, and a broad range of restriction so that we all can live safe and healthy lives in ru-
ral Iowa. Bill is looking forward to working with the Farmers Union members to incorporate local 
food production, wind energy, and CAFO regulations. 

 
Erik Christian: 
Erik is currently employed by Prairie Brand Seed in Story City as a 
customer service representative. Prior to his current position he com-
pleted his Bachelor’s (2004) and Masters (2007) in Agronomy, both 
from Iowa State University. He and his wife, Alaina, also have a 
commercial vegetable and hay operation on his family’s century 
farm, west of Story City.  In addition to serving on the Iowa Farmer’s 
Union Board, Erik serves on the Story County Extension Council and 
is a member of the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association where he currently 
serves as the Story County board’s secretary. Erik fills the position 
for a young alternative farmer established at the Iowa Farmers Union 
2008 state convention.  
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independent family farm through  
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Our Goal is to achieve sustainable production, safe foods,   

a clean environment, and healthy communities.  
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Chris Petersen,  
IFU President 

President’s Report 

Hello all, 

Just getting back from Washington DC, I feel like a kid fresh from a trip to 

the candy store! Many of our political friends have been elected or ap-
pointed to positions where they can help resolve problems and finding solu-

tions to tough rural issues. Patience after years and years of not being heard 

itself can be a problem for a lot of us, and I want results now! However, we 
need to give the Obama administration, Congress, and Secretary of Ag Vil-

sack some time. Let’s hope they listen to the right people. 

 

The half million dollar gross income cap on direct payments proposed by 
the Obama administration has the right principle, but they did not do their 

homework as it created a firestorm of undo criticism. Should the cap have 

been higher or other changes made to make it more acceptable? I think so, 

but direct payment money with no strings attached is a proven black hole – 
since direct payments have started the result in growth of net farm income 

grew from 48 billion a year to 48 and a half billion. Direct payments have 

helped the big boys get bigger, leading to higher cash rent and land prices, 
higher input costs, the list goes on and on. Direct payments, whether you 

like it not, is an entitlement program, except this entitlement flows thru the 

big farmers hands with very few good results! 

 

  If we are serious about family farms and want to keep the subsidies that 
are needed we need to limit them, and make them as green and socially ac-

ceptable as possible. Even if we do all this, we will still have a battle on our 

hands, as there are those who want to do away with all subsidies- which 
means corporate America wins! 

 

  Along with acceptable subsidies we need enforcement of anti-trust, com-

petition and transparency in the markets, a packer ban, and farm bills that 
are wrote and work more for independent family farms – not agri-business! 

The objective is to get a profit out of the marketplace with social safeguards 

built in by government programs to keep family farmers on the land and 

safe high quality food for all our consumer customers. By gosh, I think that 
should be a top national security issue these days. So lets give the Obamas, 

the Harkins, and the Grassleys of the world a little time to get it right on 

subsidy programs as they all have good ideas! Enjoy the warming weather, 
I was dreaming of days like this back in January! 

Welcome New Members! 

Rich & Ericka Dana,  Guernsey 
Nathan Anderson, Aurelia 
Roger Hunt, Nora Springs 
Curtis & Rebecca Higgins, Nora Springs 
Matthew & Laura Petersen, Clear Lake 
Steve Janssen, Clarion 
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Lobby Day 2009 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who showed up to sup-
port Iowa Farmers Union Lobby Day. Even if we 
didn’t manage to get a photo of everyone who 
joined us for the day, we want you to know 
you are appreciated. 

Wader Donation 
Wright County Monitor  
Thanks to the generous support of several Clarion area groups and individuals, including Iowa Farmers 
Union, the CGHS Biology students, Science Club and TAG students will all be able to enjoy some new 
waders for water quality testing field trips. Representatives from each of the groups recently presented 
teacher and advisor Bruce Voigts and some of his students, with 12 pairs of waders. A total of $2,500 
was donated, with Steve Sebby of Clarion Hardware giving them a generous discount when placing the 
order. “These are good quality and should last awhile,” said Voigts. “They will be used by a total of 185 
students, and we are very appreciative of this donation. I can usually only order two pair and then my 
budget is gone. Now all the students going each time can have a pair.”The students go out about every 
five weeks, checking the White Fox at the cemetery and near the Lynn Mraz propertyand also Eagle 
Creek near the Dave Lesher property. According to Voigts, the students find species living in each body 
of water and then organize their dip net findings into three categories. “They would range from group 
one being the best quality water to group three being the worst,” said Voigts. “So far the only group 
three we have ever found is at Buttermilk Creek, all the rest have been good.” The testing has been go-
ing on for several years now, and is a popular activity for the students. “I think it gets the kids excited 
about the world around them,” said Bill Drury. 
For more information on their findings, check 
out the website www.iowater.net. Click on 
Wright County and you can view both recent 
data and archived information from the past 
twelve years along with photos of the testing. 
Modeling their new waders are, front from left; 
Sarah Morford, Erin March, Josey Wicks, Liz 
Steiner and Jon Sebert. Back row, from left; 
Sebby, Raymond Houck representing Wright 
County Farm Bureau, Voigts, Mitch Kluss repre-
senting Ruritans, Steve Janssen representing 
Wright County Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict and Drury representing both Farmers Union 
and Northern Iowa River Greenbelt. 



 

 

 

Rural Health Care Forums 
 
Rural issues can be overlooked in the political arena. Make your voice heard. The Iowa Farmers Union, 
Center for Rural Affairs, and the Iowa Community Action Network are sponsoring health care forums 
around the state in April. These are intended to gather stories of rural health care stories and concerns 
to share with our lawmakers, both directly and through staff members. 
 
Join us for a forum in your area: 
Cedar Falls City Council Chambers  Mason City Mohawk Square Liberty Room  
220 Clay Street    22 N Georgia 
Cedar Falls, IA 50613   Mason City, IA 50401 
April 6, 6:00 PM    April 7, 6:00 PM 
 
Ottumwa Public Library    1st Presbyterian Church 
102 W 4th St     1025 5th Ave 
Ottumwa, IA 52501    Grinnell, IA 50112 
April 15, 5:00 PM    April 16, 6:00 PM 
 
Sioux City, April 22  
6 pm, Location to be decided 
 
For more information, e-mail Amber at outreach@iowafarmersunion.org, visit our website at 
www.iowafarmersunion.org, or call the IFU office at 800-775-5227. 

 

National Farmers Union Convention 

The National Farmers Union held their national convention Sunday, March 8 through Wednes-
day, March 11. Speakers included Secretary of Agriculture, Tom Vilsack, Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
Senator Tom Harkin, Senator Charles Grassley, and many others. A new National Farmers Un-
ion President, Roger Johnson, was elected. Johnson, a third generation farmer from Turtle 
Lake, North Dakota, previously served as the North Dakota Agriculture Commissioner. 
 
Many special orders of business were passed at this year’s convention, dictating policy changes 
that should be made in the areas of energy, local 
markets, dairy, anti-competitive practices, and 
health care. Details can be found at 
www.iowafarmersunion.org.  
 
The event concluded with Iowa Farmers Union 
members speaking with Iowa’s Senators and Con-
gressmen.  
 
This year’s Iowa delegation consisted of Marvin 
Shirley, Gary Lamb, Chris Petersen,  Kevin Miskell, 
Jim Krier, Donna Winburn, Jana Linderman, and 
Mary Krier. Donna Winburn and James Berge were 
recognized with membership awards for their ef-
forts.   Iowa Delegation with Secretary of Agriculture, 

Tom Vilsack.  



 

 

Hoffman Report   

You Are Represented: 
As a member of the Iowa 
Farmers Union, you have 
an advocate in the Iowa 
Legislature as well as 

many advocates to the 
US Legislature. The Na-

tional Farmers Union 
works at the national 
level to represent all 

family farms and con-
sumers that belong. 

More information on the 
National Farmers Union 
efforts can be found at 

www.nfu.org 

 
Contributed by Judie Hoffman—Iowa Farmers Union Advocate 

 
BUDGETS, BUDGETS, BUDGETS: 
This week all of the budget appropriation committees were told 
how much leaders project  committees will have to allocate for 
2010.  For most committees that means less than last year.  
However, legislators won’t really know how many dollars they 
will have to work with until after the Revenue Estimating Com-
mittee (REC) meets on March 20.  The REC will look at the lat-
est tax receipts coming into the state and project revenue for 
2010.  Meanwhile committees are listening to speakers and get-
ting input on various programs they oversee. Senator Seng and 
Representative Kuhn, co-chairs of the Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Committee, asked minority party members to make 
a list of their priorities so both parties can work together on the 
budget.  If revenues don’t come in as expected, more cuts will 
be necessary.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR CAFOS: 
A bill supported by Iowa Farmers Union that would  require 
county boards of supervisors to review all new applications to 
construct confinement feeding operation structures or manure 
storage structures came out of committee this week.  Supervi-
sors or their designee would have to hold a public hearing and 
then submit comments presented at the hearing to the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.  Presently all counties do not hold 
hearings.  Comments could be on topics such as suitability of 
soils and hydrology, availability of land for manure application 
or impact on roads, air or water sources.  Please urge your rep-
resentative to support this bill so residents have an opportunity 
to speak out. 
 
SPREADING MANURE ON FROZEN GROUND: 
A hearing process by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
on surface spreading of manure on frozen ground (see article on 
following page) has been in the process for many months.  This 
week a bill was introduced in the Senate that would by-pass the 
hearing process and would deal with the issue legislatively.  
Farmers Union is concerned that strong rules be written be-
cause any time manure is spread on frozen ground there is a 
risk of environmental degradation. The most dangerous time to 
apply manure is in late winter on frozen ground with two inches 
or more of snow.  When manure cannot be injected there are 
potential problems with runoff near water sources and loss of 
nutrients.  This is particularly a problem with liquid manure. If 
you haven’t made comments at a hearing, you are encouraged 
to do so. 

Judie Hoffman, Iowa Farm-
ers Union Legislative Advo-
cate addressing the Booster 
Club Banquet. 

“If you eat, you’re in-
volved in Agriculture” 

-Wendell Berry 



 

 

Sensitive Site Registration 
The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship has created a registry for producers 
to list the locations of their pesticide sensitive 
crops and for beekeepers to list the locations of 
their apiaries.  This registry is used to create an 
on-line directory for use by pesticide applicators 
to identify the locations of sensitive crops and 
apiaries and minimize the potential for pesticide 
drift damage.  
Sensitive Crops 
The Sensitive Crops Directory will pro-
vide pesticide applicators with the loca-
tions of those crops that are most sus-
ceptible to pesticide drift damage.  The intended 
crops for inclusion in the registry are vineyards 
(minimum one acre), orchards (minimum one 
acre), certified organic crops (minimum one 
acre), and fruit and vegetable crops (minimum ½ 
acre). The crops at each registered location must 
be intended for commercial use, be susceptible 
to pesticide drift damage, and meet the mini-
mum acreage requirements.  The registry will 
accommodate the registration of multiple sensi-
tive crop locations under one producer.  If multi-
ple crops are located in the same location, only 
the primary crop for that location need be listed.  
Apiaries 
The Sensitive Crops Directory will help 
protect honey bees from exposure to 
chemicals that are toxic to bees. By add-
ing the locations of your beehives to the registry, 
pesticide applicators will be required to notify 
you at least 24 hours and not more than 72 
hours prior to applying these pesticides.  This will 
make it possible for beekeepers to take appropri-
ate measures to protect their bees.   
Annual Registration 
Producers and beekeepers, who have previously 
registered, will be required to confirm their regis-
tration information between January 1 and April 
1 each year in order to keep the directory current 
from year to year.   
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/Horticulture
_and_FarmersMarkets/sensitiveCropDirector
y.asp 

√ YES!  I want to help Farmers 
Union protect the family farm, the in-
tegrity of our food supply, and our 
state’s environment. 

Name(s)____________________________ 

Address ____________________________ 

Town, State, Zip ______________________ 

Phone _____________________________ 

Email _____________________________ 
⁭ Save your stamp, I would like to receive my  
     Grassroots newsletter electronically. 
 

___ $50 for 1-year full membership 
___ $80 for 2-year full membership 
___ $150 for 4-year full membership 
___ $25 for one-year “Friend of the Family 
 Farmer” consumer membership (non-voting, 
 limited benefits; $65 for 3 years, $100 for 5 
 years). 
___ $15 for one-year student membership (non-
 voting, limited benefits, students 16 years and 
 older). 
 
⁭  Check payable to IFU enclosed. 

Please mail form and payment to: 
Iowa Farmers Union 

PO Box 8988 

Ames, IA 50014-8988 
 

If you prefer to pay by credit card or PayPal, visit 
www.iowafarmersunion.org/Join Us. 

 
Questions? Contact us! 

800-775-5227    
info@iowafarmersunion.org 
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Environmental Protection         

What is the Risk of Winter Application of Manure? 
The Iowa DNR has proposed new rules that would restrict winter 
application of manure on frozen or snow covered ground under cer-

tain high–risk conditions. These new rules are based on research studies that show that loca-
tion, timing and weather conditions have a major influence on the potential for runoff of ma-
nure leading to pollution of rivers and streams as well as lost fertilizer value of the manure for 
crop production. Anytime manure is applied to frozen or snow covered ground there is an in-
creased risk of runoff. High risk areas and conditions include application of manure on sloping 
ground, too close to a waterway or surface inlet of a tile line, or application just prior to a sig-
nificant rain event. The greatest risk of runoff occurs when manure is applied on top of snow 
late in the winter because of the risk of runoff during a rapid snow melt. 
Iowa Manure Manger Series Vol. 3 http://www.agronext.iastate.edu/immag/pubsimms.html 

 
The proposed rules could apply to small operations that cause water quality violations due to 
application of manure, if enforcement action is initiated. Scraped snow and ice from open feed-
lots are specifically exempted from the proposed rules. Frozen ground is defined as ground 
made impenetrable due to frozen soil moisture. Ephemeral frost, where the 
ground is frozen in the first 2 inches or less below the surface, is not considered frozen. 
Snow-covered ground is defined as areas with 1 inch or more of snow covering the ground or 
any area of continuous ice coverage. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT INVITED 
The rules are available online at http://www.iowadnr.gov/afo/newrules.html 
People can make oral comments or submit comments in writing at the following public hear-
ings: All comments must be submitted by 5 p.m. on March 27Th 
 

Booster Club Banquet Held 
 

The 2009 Booster Club Banquet was held Sunday, March 15 at The 
Broiler in Ames. A legislative update was given by IFU advocate, 
Judie Hoffman. Harkin agriculture staff member, Ellen Huntoon, 
shared Harkin’s greetings with the group. 
 
Francis Thicke, dairy farmer and sustainable agriculture advocate, 
kept guests engaged in a discussion of sustainable agriculture, his 
farm, and the future of agriculture. His farm is designed around 
nature doing the work instead of machinery, leading to lower in-
puts. Diversity, soil quality, and health of his farm have increased 
since he began practicing this system. Radiance Dairy, he reported, 
had no veterinary costs during 2008. He also shared his hope for 
agriculture in Iowa in the future.  
 
Thanks to the many hosts of the event.  
 
If you were not able to attend and would like to support the work of our legislative advocate, 
donations can be sent to the Iowa Farmers Union office, PO Box 8988, Ames, IA 50014.  

Francis Thicke addressing the 
Booster Club Banquet 



 

 

PO Box 8988 
Ames, IA 50014-8988 

L e t ’ s  p l a n  a n  e v e n t  i n  y o u r  
a r e a !   

G i v e  t h e  S t a t e  O f f i c e  a   
c a l l  a t :   

8 0 0 - 7 7 5 - 5 2 2 7  
 

C o n t a c t  u s  b y  e - m a i l  a t  
i n f o @ i o w a f a r m e r s u n i o n . o r g  

 
 

Iowa Farmers Union: Iowa Farmers Union: Iowa Farmers Union: Iowa Farmers Union:    

Standing Up Standing Up Standing Up Standing Up    

For  Rural  Iowa! For  Rural  Iowa! For  Rural  Iowa! For  Rural  Iowa!    

Phone:800-775-5227 

Fax: 832-575-5227 

Email: info@iowafarmersunion.org 

Website: www.iowafarmersunion.org 

 

Standing up for Family Farmers!. 

We're on the web! 

www.iowafarmersunion.org 

 

Have you been  missing out? Have you been  missing out? Have you been  missing out? Have you been  missing out?     

If you’re an IFU member and don't have your email address on file with IFU, you’re missing 
important updates and action alerts! 

Email has proven to be one of our most effective means of communication, and we’ve love to 
include you in future contacts. Your information will be kept safe and secure. 
Send an e-mail to info@iowafarmersunion.com or call the office at 800-775-5227. 

 Politicin' Petersen 

Bobby Kennedy Jr...and Chris Petersen at Waterkeepers 

Alliance  


