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Iowa Farmers Union Welcomes Bill Drury and Erik Christian
to the Board of Directors
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Iowa Farmers Union Mission is to strengthen the
independent family farm through
education, legislation, and cooperation.
Our Goal is to achieve sustainable production, safe foods,
a clean environment, and healthy communities.
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Chris Petersen,
IFU President

IOWA FARMERS UNION
PO BOX 8988
AMES, IA 50014
PHONE: 800-775-5227
FAX: 832-575-5227
info@iowafarmersunion.org
www@iowafarmersunion.org

Board of Directors
Chris Petersen, President,
Clear Lake
James Berge, Kensett
John Gilbert, Iowa Falls
Gregg Heide, Pomeroy

Gary Hoskey, Montour
Kenny Brooks, Story City
Bill Drury, Clarion
Mary Krier, Ollie
Jana Linderman, Marion
Ralph Johnson, Bloomfield
Donna Winburn, Grinnell
Philip Lehman, Slater
Marvin Shirley, Minburn
Bob Sullivan, Woodbine
Erik Christian, Story City
State Staff:

Amber Anderson Mba, Outreach

Judie Hoffman, Lobbyist
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President’s Report

Hello all,

Just getting back from Washington DC, I feel like a kid fresh from a trip to
the candy store! Many of our political friends have been elected or ap-
pointed to positions where they can help resolve problems and finding solu-
tions to tough rural issues. Patience after years and years of not being heard
itself can be a problem for a lot of us, and I want results now! However, we
need to give the Obama administration, Congress, and Secretary of Ag Vil-
sack some time. Let’s hope they listen to the right people.

The half million dollar gross income cap on direct payments proposed by
the Obama administration has the right principle, but they did not do their
homework as it created a firestorm of undo criticism. Should the cap have
been higher or other changes made to make it more acceptable? I think so,
but direct payment money with no strings attached is a proven black hole —
since direct payments have started the result in growth of net farm income
grew from 48 billion a year to 48 and a half billion. Direct payments have
helped the big boys get bigger, leading to higher cash rent and land prices,
higher input costs, the list goes on and on. Direct payments, whether you
like it not, is an entitlement program, except this entitlement flows thru the
big farmers hands with very few good results!

If we are serious about family farms and want to keep the subsidies that
are needed we need to limit them, and make them as green and socially ac-
ceptable as possible. Even if we do all this, we will still have a battle on our
hands, as there are those who want to do away with all subsidies- which
means corporate America wins!

Along with acceptable subsidies we need enforcement of anti-trust, com-
petition and transparency in the markets, a packer ban, and farm bills that
are wrote and work more for independent family farms — not agri-business!
The objective is to get a profit out of the marketplace with social safeguards
built in by government programs to keep family farmers on the land and
safe high quality food for all our consumer customers. By gosh, I think that
should be a top national security issue these days. So lets give the Obamas,
the Harkins, and the Grassleys of the world a little time to get it right on
subsidy programs as they all have good ideas! Enjoy the warming weather,
I was dreaming of days like this back in January!

Welcome New Members!
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Grassroots is the official

publication of the Iowa Farmers
Union. It is published six times a -
year as a service to its members. $ & *
Annual membership is $50.
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January-February 2009

L obby Day 2009
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Wright County Monitor
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Rural Health Care Forums
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Join us for a forum in your area:
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National Farmers Union Convention
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lowa Delegation with Secretary of Agriculture,
Tom Vilsack.



Hoffman Report
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\% YES! I want to help Farmers
Union protect the family farm, the in-
tegrity of our food supply, and our
state’s environment.

Name(s)
Address
Town, State, Zip

Phone

Email
Save your stamp, I would like to receive my
Grassroots newsletter electronically.

_____$50 for 1-year full membership

_____$80 for 2-year full membership

____$150 for 4-year full membership

____ $25 for one-year “Friend of the Family
Farmer” consumer membership (non-voting,

limited benefits; $65 for 3 years, $100 for 5
years).
$15 for one-year student membership (non-

voting, limited benefits, students 16 years and
older).

Check payable to IFU enclosed.
Please mail form and payment to:
Iowa Farmers Union
PO Box 8988
Ames, IA 50014-8988

If you prefer to pay by credit card or PayPal, visit
www.iowafarmersunion.org/Join Us.

Questions? Contact us!
800-775-5227
info@iowafarmersunion.org
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Sensitive Crops

+  $ & , 1
&
6 8
8
8 &
8 +
>
&
Apiaries
+ % & |
7

Annual Registration
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Sensitive Site Reqistration
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Environmental Protection
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All comments must be submitted by 5 p.m. on March 27

Booster Club Banquet Held
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Let's plan an event in your
area!
Give the State Office a
call at:
800-775-5227

icin"®etersen

Contact us by e-mail at
info@iowafarmersunion.org
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We're on the web!
www.lowafarmersunion.org

Bobby Kennedy Jr...and Chris Petersen at Waterkeepers

Alliance

Standing up for Family Farmers!..

Fave you been missing out?
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important updates and action alerts!
2 , & & 5& &

P

Send an e-mail to info@iowafarmersunion.com or call the office at 800-775-5227.
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