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Over eighty Iowa Farmers Union members and 
concerned citizens gathered from around the state 
for the Iowa Farmers Union Annual Convention to 
elect the 2012 Board of Directors and to discuss 
the policies that a!ect their farms, rural 
communities, and the environment." This yearÕs 
event, Taking Agriculture in the Right Direction: 
Food, Energy, and Land Policy Summit, took 
place at the Iowa State University Memorial Union 
on Saturday, December 3 rd.  The event was co-
sponsored by the ISU Sustainable Agriculture 
Student Association.

Presentations were made on state and federal 
policy updates, farmer-owned renewable energy, 
the Local Food & Farm Initiative, membership 
recruitment and the history of the IFU.  Policy 
update speakers included National Farmers Union 
Vice President Claudia Svarstad and Threase 
Harms from Advocacy Strategies. Svarstad pointed 

out the importance of the presence of young 
people at the convention and encouraged them to 
get involved in shaping food and farm policies. 
She also spoke to members about the potential 
opportunity for the Iowa Farmers Union to have an 
insurance service o!ered in 2012. This would 
provide insurance to farmers and community 
members.

Participants discussed and made changes to the 
national and state policy document which informs 
the work of IFU throughout the year.  Some of the 
edits include:

 Increasing the stateÕs renewable electricity 
standard;

 Supporting the investigation into the 
creation of a state bank for the purpose of 
economic development within Iowa;

 Supporting the elimination of property tax 
exemption on CAFO manure storage 
facilities and taxing animal conÞnement 
buildings at the industrial rate if property 
owner does not own the livestock.  

Annie Beaman & Claudia Meza-Prado speaking about the role of student activists (left); board member Dr. Cornelia Flora 
presenting Sally & Luke Gran of Table Top Farm with the Young Farmer Award (right).

http://www.iowafarmersunion.org
http://www.iowafarmersunion.org


I O W A  F A R M E R S  U N I O N

2    www.iowafarmersunion.org

Hello to all, 
2011 came to a quick 
close; it was quite the 
year. The social unrest 
not only in this country 
but worldwide takes front 
and center. From the Tea 
Party to the Occupy Wall 
Street groups voicing 
their opinions along with 
citizens rising up in other 
nations and overthrowing 
their governments. The 
old thought that it takes 
one individual to spark a 
revolution is evidently 
true today. This will make the election year of 2012 an 
interesting one. 

Another surprise is the extremes of Mother Nature. The 
economic costs are staggering, but the resulting yields of 
the 2011 crops are just as amazing. It seems we live in a 
glass world where the dangers are many and any one little 
thing could bring down the house. The middle class in 
these times needs to live on the edge economically every 
day as the edge might come tomorrow, next week, or next 
month. The economic safety nets established over the last 
seventy years in agriculture and across society are being 
challenged as Òun-necessaryÓ or Òun-a!ordableÓ.

What does Farmers Union do for you, the membership, and 
rural America? We work through every policy level to keep 
traditional family farmers working with the land and 
making a proÞt. We push to localize energy and food 
production as much as possible to give opportunities back 
to all in the local economy. We stand for farm families 
being able to have and a!ord decent health care, for rural 
residents to breath clean air, drink good water, and access 
a quality of life on par with their urban cousins. We Þght 
for food produced with a conscience, treating the animals 
and the land right while addressing food safety issues 
throughout the system.

Localized agriculture is progressing at an amazing pace 
thanks to many individuals and groups. IFU throws in our 
work in the statehouse and publicly to help make this 
happen along with NFU prioritizing it in the Farm Bill. The 
strong local food movement in Iowa is impressive. 
In 2012, letÕs see all Americans prospering. 

Happy New Year!

Chris Petersen, IFU President

The mission of the Iowa Farmers Union is to 
strengthen the independent family farm through 

education, legislation, and cooperation. 

Our goal is to achieve sustainable production, safe 
foods, a clean environment, and healthy communities. 

Board of Directors
Chris Petersen, Clear Lake — President
Gregg Heide, Pomeroy — Vice President

Bill Drury, Clarion; Dr. Cornelia Flora, 
Ames; Dan Whitaker, Hillsboro; 

Gary Hoskey, Montour; 
Jana Linderman, Cedar Rapids; 

Jerry Rosman, Harlan; 
John Gilbert, Iowa Falls; 

Kevin Miskell, Stanhope; Mary Krier, Ollie; 
Marvin Shirley, Minburn; Philip Lehman, 

Slater; and Whitney Davis, Grinnell. 

State Staff
Sue DeBlieck, sue@iowafarmersunion.org
Julia Slocum, info@iowafarmersunion.org

Iowa Farmers Union
PO Box 8988, Ames, IA 50014

P: 800-775-5227
www.iowafarmersunion.org

Grassroots is the o#cial publication of the         
Iowa Farmers Union. It is published six times 

a year as a service to its members. 
Annual membership is $50.
©2012 Iowa Farmers Union

Would you rather receive this newsletter by e-mail? 
If you would prefer to read it online,                           
e-mail outreach@iowafarmersunion.org                
with the subject line Òrequest e-mail copy.Ó
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Support the Farmers Union 
by becoming a member! 
Membership dues support our policy work, 
educational programs, and outreach e!orts. 

Name(s):__________________________________

Address:__________________________________

___________________________________________

Phone:____________________________________

E-mail:____________________________________

Would you like to receive Grassroots by e-mail?______

Membership (circle one)

 $50 for one year

 $80 for two years

 $150 for four years

 $25 for one year Friend of the Family Farmer*

 $15 for one year Student* (ages 16 years and up 
through university)

*non-voting, limited beneÞt membership

Mail form and check or cash payment to:       

Iowa Farmers Union, PO Box 8988, Ames, IA 50014

Pay by credit card or PayPal at our website: 
www.iowafarmersunion.org  
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Lee & Janet Walker, Garden Grove, CA

Helen Meyers, Des Moines

Vicki & Craig Trytten, Mabel, MN

Kristen Loria, Ames

Carol Oliviera, Ames

Andrea Basche, Ames

David Carter, Ames

David C Mitchell, Ames

Philip Burgart, Cedar Rapids

Rachel Dakarian, Des Moines

Stephen Lauer, Des Moines

Sara Sedlacek, West Liberty

Roshani Malla, Ames

Jessica Soulis, Des Moines

Julia Slocum, Ames

Margaret Trowe, Des Moines

Ben & Nicole Lampert, Brownsville, MN

Whitney Davis, Grinnell

John Crabtree, Lyons, NE

Susan Heathcote, Des Moines

Carl & WIlma Vinall, Newton

Friend of the Family Farmer Education Awardee             
Teresa Wiemerslage with IFU staff Sue DeBlieck

Nine individuals, selected by the Iowa Farmers 
Union board of directors, were honored during the 
event for their work in support of IowaÕs rural 
communities and family farmers. Recipients 
included: 
¥Senator Award: Senator Joe Seng, District 43
¥Legislator Award: Representative Jack Drake, 
District 57
¥Lifetime Achievement: James Berge
¥Young Farmer Award: TableTop Farm – Sally & 
Luke Gran, Chris & Kim Corbin
¥Media Award: Kathleen Masterson of Iowa Public 
Radio and Harvest Public Media
¥Student Activist Award: Angie Carter of ISU
¥Education Award: Teresa Wiemerslage of ISU 
Extension & Dr. Jon Andelson of Grinnell College
¥Recognition of Contributions: Aaron Heley-
Lehman 

The IFU Board of Directors elected by the 
delegation includes a great group of food and 
energy activists and farmers. John Gilbert of Iowa 
Falls and Bill Drury of Clarion were re-elected to 
represent the Northeast; Marvin Shirley of Minburn 

was re-elected for the Southwest seat; Whitney 
Davis of Grinnell and Dan Whitaker of Hillsboro 
were elected to serve the Southeast District.

Board treasurer Jana Linderman and her spouse 
Philip Burgart were elected as IFU delegates to the 
National Farmers Union Convention in Omaha in 
March 2012.

2011 Convention, continued from page 1
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Upcoming 

Events
From Practical 
Farmers of Iowa:
Annual Conference
January 13-14, 2012
Ames, IA 

From the Women, Food 
& Agriculture Network: 
Annual Conference
January 20-21, 2012
Des Moines, IA

From the 
Iowa Farmers Union:
Lobby Day & 
Legislative Supper
January 24, 2012
Des Moines, IA

From the Iowa 
Environmental Council
Environmental
Lobby Day
February 3, 2012
Des Moines, IA

From the National 
Farmers Union:
College Conference 
on Cooperatives
February 16-19, 2012
Minneapolis, MN

From the National 
Farmers Union:
National Convention
March 4-7, 2012
Omaha, NE

Washington Corner
National Farmers Union

Farmers Union celebrates 110 years of 
rich history this year, and we are 

looking forward to the next 110 
prosperous years to come. In that 

spirit, we urge each of you to add to 

your list of New YearÕs resolutions to 
bring one new person to a Farmers 

Union event this year and encourage 
them to join. Having friends and family 

in the organization encourages more 

involvement; together we are stronger.

As each state adopts its policy for the 

year, it helps set the stage for the 
policy discussion at the NFU 

convention. We have already started 

the process with the NFU Policy 
Committee meeting in mid-January. 

This yearÕs policy committee members 
are Dan McGuire of Neb. (chairman), 

John Daughenbaugh of Colo. (Rocky 

Mountain), Je! Eschmeyer of Ohio, 
Sarah Lloyd of Wisc., Jeremy Scherler 

of Okla., David Teigen of N.D., and 
Gail Temple of S.D. On behalf of all the 

members of Farmers Union, we are 

grateful for their work. The policy 
manual is not put together overnight, 

and they scrutinize each word in the 
document before it is presented to the 

delegates for changes and eventual 

adoption.

WeÕre looking forward to the 
convention to be held March 4-7, 

2012, in Omaha, Neb. Up-to-date 

information can be found on the 
website. Make hotel reservations by 

Feb. 18 to get the group discount rate.

It is already 2012, meaning that it is 

an election year. Congressmen and 

presidential candidates from across 
the country are campaigning and 

fundraising for re-election. This 
election season, please consider 

contributing to the National Farmers 

Union Political Action Committee 
(NATFARMPAC), which contributes to 

candidates who best represent 
Farmers Union values. Last election, 

NFU lost many friends in Congress. 

Your contributions help establish 
relationships with members of 

Congress to ensure that our voice is 
heard. To contribute, contact your 

state Farmers Union or the NFU o#ce.

Do you know a college student looking 

for an internship? Our paid internships 
o!er real working experience on 

Capitol Hill. Apply now for this 

summer-applications are on the 
website.

We are also very focused on the 
international agriculture stage. Robert 

Carlson, World Farmer Organization 
(WFO) president and NFU vice 

president of international relations, 

has been working tirelessly to ensure 
Continued on page 6
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Legislative Update
Kent Hartwig
In November, the majority of the 
Iowa Senate hung in the balance 
following the appointment of State 
Senator Swati Dandekar (D) to the 
Iowa Utilities Board. With 
Democrats controlling the Iowa 
Senate with a one member margin 
(26-24), both parties poured 
considerable resources into the 
race as it had the potential to tie 
the Senate at (25-25). Governor 
Branstad called for a special 
election on Nov 8 th  to Þll the 
vacant seat which includes most 
of northern Linn County and the 
cities of Marion, Hiawatha, and 
Robbins. Democrats chose former 
local TV personality Liz Mathis as 
their candidate and Republicans 
selected Cindy Golding, Co-chair 
of the Linn County Republicans. 
Mathis (D) defeated Golding (R) 
with 13,184 votes to 10,283 votes 
which will maintain the Senate 
majority for Democrats.

So the status quo continues for 
the 2012 Iowa Legislative Session.  
Democrats maintain a slim one 
seat majority in the Iowa Senate, 
Republicans control the Iowa 
House with a large 60-40 majority 

and Republican Terry Branstad is 
the Governor.

Our priorities this session also 
remain similar to last year.  First 
and foremost, our goal is to 
protect and advocate for family 
farmers.  To do that, Advocacy 
Strategies attends the Agriculture 
Budget and Policy Committees and 
actively monitors and lobbies 
legislation progressing through 
the process.  

LOCAL FOOD & FARMS 
This session, the Iowa Farmers 
Union will be supporting full 
funding for the Local Foods 
Initiative that was established in 
law last session.  The second year 
of this program was partially 
funded in the 2013 budget so we 
will be working to secure the 
remaining appropriation and 
watching the progress made 
through this e!ort to grow the 
local food infrastructure. The IFU 
will be represented on the Local 
Food & Farm Program Council by 
Minburn farmer Rick Hartmann of 
Small Potatoes Farm. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY
Additionally, Advocacy Strategies 
will look for opportunities to 
advance locally owned renewable 

electricity, whether it is through a 
standalone bill or an amendment 
to another piece of legislation.  
Our goal here is to provide 
another cash crop for our family 
farmers.  Finally, we will Þght 
e!orts to retract the positive gains 
we have made in protecting our 
soil and water.  

Advocacy Strategies is looking 
forward to representing you again 
at the Iowa Capitol and the 
successes and challenges that lay 
ahead in 2012. 

Kent Hartwig

2012 Legislative Priorities
The Iowa Farmers Union recognizes the di#cult economic times of our state and our country. We 
understand the intense political pressure to cut budgets and do more with less. Due to the current times 
and out of respect for a very hard working legislature facing many di#cult issues, we have identiÞed our 
top legislative priories which include issues that have the potential to increase revenue in Iowa while 
improving the quality of life of Iowans and promoting sustainable energy independence.

¥ Promote sustainable local food systems by implementing recommendations from  the Local Food, 
Farms, and Jobs report created by the Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture;

¥ Encourage development of locally owned and controlled renewable energy;
¥ Oppose any changes to the current prohibition of spreading manure on frozen or snow-covered land;

¥ Eliminate property tax exemption on CAFO manure storage facilities, tax animal conÞnement buildings 
at the industrial rate if property owner does not own the livestock and support reforming Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF);

¥ Fight the use of Eminent Domain to remove farmland from  production for any reason.

http://www.iowafarmersunion.org
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U.S. family farmers and ranchers are represented on the international level. WFO, formed earlier this year, 
is still in its organizational phase. The organization is headquartered in Rome and will soon have a sta!ed 

o#ce. Approximately 40 countries are presently members of the WFO, and there is interest from many 
more. Food security, climate change and sustainability continue to be the priority issues for the 

organization. In May 2012, WFO will hold its annual meeting, where the organization will o#cially adopt 

policy positions.

In November, the ruling from the World Trade Organization (WTO) dispute between Canada/Mexico and 

the United States was released on Country-of-Origin-Labeling (COOL). WTO said that the COOL law itself 
was allowable, but the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) must implement it di!erently. NFU is working 

with U.S. Trade Representative and USDA to determine on the next steps. The U.S. is considering whether 

to appeal the decision or negotiate with Canada and Mexico.

Last month, USDA announced the publishing of the Final Rule implementing provisions for livestock 
producers and poultry growers under the Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA). 

NFU President Roger Johnson issued a statement expressing disappointment that the rule did not include 

stronger provisions, including the competitive injury portion that was included in the proposed rule. That 
portion was not among the parts of the bill forwarded to the O#ce of Management and Budget in 

November, and the Fiscal Year 2012 Agriculture Appropriations bill passed by Congress prevented other 
portions of the rule from moving forward.

We hope youÕll get involved in all that Farmers Union has to o!er this year, and look forward to seeing you 
in Omaha this March!

Washington Corner, continued from page 4

GIPSA Reforms Scaled Back
Aaron Heley-Lehman

The USDA's Grain Inspection, Packers and 
Stockyard Administration issued a rule recently 
that Þnalized portions of the GIPSA rule from June 
2010 intended to increase protections for farmers 
who produce poultry and hogs on contract.  The 
rule is a modest Þrst step to ensure that farmers 
and ranchers have a fair shake in dealing with 
meatpackers and poultry process.

The new rule deals with arbitration provisions in 
contracts, the ability of farmers to recoup required 
additional capital investments during the life of a 
contract, and the ability of farmers to remedy an 
alleged breach of contract. 

Unfortunately, many major requirements passed 
into the 2008 Farm Bill are on hold due to the 
insertion of a legislative rider in the 2012 
agriculture appropriations bill. The rider was 

inserted after intense lobbying by packer interests 
and prohibits any further action in implementing 
the market reforms during this Þscal year. The 
Farmers Union adamantly opposed this rider.

ÒThe Þnal rule is a small step in the right 
direction,Ó said Chris Petersen, Iowa Farmers 
Union President.  ÒUnfortunately family farmers 
had a real opportunity to see major market 
reforms and that opportunity was taken away by 
congress.Ó

ÒFarmers will need to speak with a strong and 
clear voice that meaningful GIPSA rules are a top 
priority.  We are anxious to take that message to 
Congress and the administration.  The work is not 
nearly done.Ó

Iowa Farmers Union members are encouraged to 
contact their members of Congress and to 
participate in the National Farmers Union Fly-In 
this spring.

http://www.iowafarmersunion.org
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Family Farm Solar Power

Gregg Heide, Vice President

Our family farm added a 10 kilowatt solar 
photovoltaic system this fall. It was sized to provide 
the same annual amount of electricity that our farm 
uses. The solar array was commissioned in 
September and is performing above expectations. 

Though I have had considerable experience with 
commercial scale community wind systems, 
building a solar array was a new, educational, and 
fun experience. We selected solar because our farm 
had an excellent site and the installed cost of solar 
has decreased signiÞcantly in the last 5 years, 
making it price competitive with small scale wind 
turbines. The array equipment was sourced and 
installed by INEREX LLC, headed Dale Hurt, using 
members of IBEW local 22.  The panels and the 
majority of the remaining system were 
manufactured in the U.S.  A solar site assessment 
was performed by Rich Dana of Guernsey.  
Interconnection engineering was performed by Tom 
Wind of Wind Utility Consulting. 

I assisted with determining the system size 
necessary and equipment selection. The system is 
grid tied to Calhoun County REC. Unfortunately the 
REC has no net metering program, so the system is 
under a 5 year agreement utilizing 10 KW of the 
coops 45 KW available for its small-scale 

demonstration program. If the state of Iowa does 
not adopt better policy for farmer owned 
generation, we plan to go o!-grid after 5 years. We 
are presently researching the additional equipment 
necessary for that transition.

It has been a very rewarding experience to add 
sustainable electricity production to our farm with 
the help of IFU members Hurt, Dana, and Wind. If 
you have a renewable energy installation, please 
send a description to us so we can feature it here.

Lobby Day 2012
Thank you all for  developing 
the IFU policy document at the 
2011 Convention. It is a great 
document that guides the work 
of the IFU. Be sure to download 
it from our website and share 
this grassroots document with 
your friends and family. 

At the beginning of the 2012 
legislative session the Iowa 
Farmers Union will be launching 
its campaign of legislative 
priorities to protect and 
advocate for family farmers. 

Help us kick of the 2012 
session at the Family Farm 
Lobby Day!  Join us at the 
CapitolÕs Þrst ßoor rotunda at 

noon on Tuesday, January 24th 
for an opening by President 
Petersen. It will be followed by 
an afternoon of meeting with 
elected o#cials and attending 
committee hearings alongside 
IFU board members, sta!, and 
members. DonÕt miss this 
opportunity to tell your 
representatives and senators 
why they need to support 
IowaÕs family farms, renewable 
energy, local food funding, and 
healthy rural communities. 

Finish the day of lobbying at 
the annual Legislative Supper. 
The supper will be held at 4PM  
in the basement of the Capitol.  
The evening will include 
updates about the 

implementation of the Local 
Food and Farm Initiative, 
eminent domain, state 
conservation e!orts, and the 
current political climate, as well 
as a great meal! This will be a 
unique opportunity to meet our 
lobbyist and network with other 
IFU members. 

Be sure to reserve your dinner 
ticket ($35 each) by January 
18th, 2012.  This is also the 
time to show your support for 
the legislative work of the Iowa 
Farmers Union. It is our goal to 
raise $2,000 for policy work. 
Please contribute what you can 
by participating in the 
Legislative Supper or donating 
to the IFU. 

Heide family farmÕs new solar photovoltaic system
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PO Box 8988
Ames, IA 50014-8988

Tuesday, January 24th      
Iowa State Capitol

Booster Club Annual 

Legislative Supper 

4:00 to 6:00PM

Family Farm
LOBBY DAY12:00 to 3:00PM ��

Name(s): ____________________________________________________
e-mail: _______________________________phone: ___________________________

Yes! I will attend the lobby day; send me more information.
!
Yes! I will attend the dinner; sign me up as a(n):
! Event sponsor ___ dinner tickets at $100 per person
! Dinner participant ___ tickets at $35 per person ($65 for two) 
! And! I can bring an appetizer to share __________. 

No... I wonÕt be able to join you, but would like to contribute to support IFUÕs policy work.

Please send a check 
to IFU with this form;

 
Iowa Farmers Union 

PO Box 8988
Ames, IA 50014  
by January 18th

12:00 to 3:00PM Join us to lobby; meet in 
the first floor rotunda. Then spend the 
afternoon meeting with legislators, 
attending committee hearings, and meet 
with elected officials. FREE.

4:00 to 6:00PM The Legislative Supper will 
be in the basement of the Capitol.  Come to 
this dinner to speak with our lobbyist, meet 
other members, and enjoy a great meal. 
Dinner tickets are $35 ($65 for two tickets). 
RSVP by JANUARY 18th, 2012


