Special Order of Business
2010 Iowa Farmers Union Convention

Industrial Livestock and Poultry Operations

Whereas, The Iowa Farmers Union opposed the entry of large industrial livestock and poultry operation long before they entered the state because of the enormous risk of environmental, social, economic, and political damage; and 
Whereas, the Branstad Administration in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s openly courted large industrial livestock and poultry operations from other states to set-up operations in Iowa without virtually any state environmental regulations; and
Whereas, Jack De Coster, owner of numerous industrial livestock and poultry operations, lobbied to lessen environmental and food safety regulations; and
Whereas, Jack De Coster committed numerous environmental, labor, and food safety violations year after year; and
Whereas, Recent salmonella outbreaks caused hundreds of people to become seriously ill and led to the recall of millions of De Coster eggs; Therefore be it 
Resolved, that the Iowa Farmers Union calls for increased authority to the Food and Drug Administration to safeguard the public health; and further be it 
Resolved, that the Iowa Farmers Union renews its calls for reasonable environmental and labor standards for industrial livestock and poultry operations. 
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Estate Tax

Whereas, the federal estate tax was allowed to expire in 2010 leaving farmers and small businesses vulnerable when the estate tax will return at a lower exemption level and higher rate in 2011; and

Whereas, capital assets no longer are recognized under the “step-up” in basis provision, resulting in significant tax ramifications to thousands of family farmers; and

Whereas, stable and predictable taxes are necessary for the planning and operation of all private enterprises, and the uncertainty in the estate tax code has negative effects upon businesses as well as farmers; therefore be it 

Resolved, the Iowa Farmers Union advocates for a permanent estate tax exemption at $4 million per person, subject to annual indexing; and be it further 

Resolved, that graduated rates must be implemented without shifting tax liability form the estate tax to the capital gains tax through the elimination of the “step-up” in basis provision.
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Agriculture and Renewable Energy

Whereas, importing fossil fuels from unfriendly or hostile countries results in compromised energy security, which in turn threatens national security; and

Whereas, there is strong consensus among the scientific community that greenhouse gas emissions are resulting in global climate change; and

Whereas, our nation’s farmland can provide multiple sources of clean renewable energy as well as multiple ecosystem services; and 

Whereas, carbon offsets and renewable energy production standard can encourage rural economic development by bringing money into the countryside from the sales of carbon credits and investments in energy crop production and renewable energy development; Therefore be it 

Resolved, that the Iowa Farmers Union calls upon Congress and administration to create a balanced renewable energy policy that provides greater energy independence, recognizes special energy needs of agriculture, and that creates a Renewable Electricity Standard (RES); and be it further 

Resolved, that such an RES shall be broadly applied and shall provide for a potion reserved for community-based renewable energy projects.
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Competition

Whereas, concentration in the food industry has expanded to unprecedented levels at the production, processing, and retail sector; and
Whereas, vertical integration in the food industry threatens free market access for family farmers; and 
Whereas, growing concentration in the food industry will lead to a “Too Large to Fail” bailout mentality which will encourage deregulation of environmental, labor and food safety standards; be it therefore 
Resolved, that the Iowa Farmers Union demands action to address the anti-competitive market manipulation of the livestock and poultry industry by highly vertically integrated agribusinesses; and further be it 
Resolved, that the Iowa Farmers Union encourages the United State Department of Agriculture and Department of Justice investigation into anti-competitive behaviors in the food industry.
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