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IFU Beginning Farmers Attend Vilsack Roundtable

Beginning Farmers, representing a number of 
agricultural organizations gathered at the 
Hansen Agricultural Learning Center (ISU) in 
Ames on August 17. The event was a 
roundtable with Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack, an opportunity for beginning farmers 
to share their concerns and challenges.  ""
Iowa Farmers Union was well-represented by 
Ray Meylor, Carmen Black and D’Quinton 
Robertson. Meylor, who is also a member of 
Iowa Veterans in Agriculture, owns and 
operates Cherry Glenn Learning Farms in 
Polk City.  Black owner of Sundog Farm, runs 
a vegetable CSA near Solon.  Robertson, the 
youngest at 19, is an Agri-business student at 
DMACC while working on his family’s urban 
farm in Des Moines.  D’Quinton also works at 
a larger-scale row-cropping operation and 
hopes to eventually operate his own farm on 
family land in Mississippi.""
While the event promised beginning farmers 
a chance to grab Secretary Vilsack’s ear, 
sharing experiences and ideas with each 
other was also important.  Black found the 

was also important.  Black found the 
experience valuable.  Noting that the majority 
of the young farmers in attendance were 
conventional row crop producers, Black said, 
 “We face some similar challenges, particularly 
the high cost of land.” Black also noted that 
being a young female farmer as well as a 
specialty crop farmer, meant issues such as 
mentorship and financing were also key.""
In brief, here are the main concerns that were 
raised by young and beginning farmers during 
the meeting:"
" 1."  Land availability, access &         

affordability. "
" 2." Landowners’ preference of renting to         

large-scale operators.  "
" 3." CRP rates are too high. "        
" 4." Weed Control. "        
" 5." Lack of USDA assistance & support  "        
" 6." The high cost of water quality.         

improvements  "
" 7." Lack of meat processing facilities."        "
During the meeting, Secretary Vilsack 
announced a new USDA investment of $17.8 
million for 37 projects to help educate, mentor 
and enhance the sustainability of the next 
generation of farmers.  The grants will be 
administered through the USDA’s Beginning 
Farmer and Rancher Development Program 
(BFRDP).  ""
In addition, Vilsack announced a series of Fall 
Forums in the coming months, hosted by the 
USDA in conjunction with major universities. 
Vilsack expects many of the issues raised in 
these forums will reflect issues discussed at 
the roundtable in Ames.   To read more about 
the grants and forums visit www.usda.gov.""
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IFU Delegation Talks Policy 
Priorities at Fall Legislative Fly-In!Since 1915, Iowa Farmers Union members have 

worked together to strengthen the independent family 
farm through legislation, education and cooperation 

and to provide Iowans with safe food, a clean 
environment and healthy communities.
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On September 12, 275 Farmers Union members from across 
the United States gathered in Washington, D.C. for the 
annual National Farmers Union Fall Legislative Fly-In. 
 The three-day fly-in allows state chapter members to meet 
directly with lawmakers, to discuss issues important to 
family farmers and ranchers.                                                     !!"
This year, the IFU delegation consisted of President Jana 
Linderman, Vice President Aaron Lehman and beginning 
farmers Anna Johnson and D’Quinton Robertson.  The 
group met with Senator Charles Grassley and Reps. Dave 
Loebsack, Steve King and David Young.                                                                      !"
Conversations focused on the issues of farm safety, 
strengthening the farm safety net, starting farm bill talks, 
Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS), agribusiness consolidation 
and the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade agreement .! !"
IFU VP Aaron Lehman sees the fly-in as part of an ongoing 
effort to reach out to the people representing us.  Lehman 
said.  “We encourage our members to contact their state 
legislators and ask them where they stand on these issues 
and others that concern them.  Building relationships on 
every level is important.” The IFU also hosts a ‘Farm & 
Food Lobby Day’ at the state capitol in Des Moines every 
February in which all members are invited to attend.                                                         !"

Legislative updates and info about the Fall Fly-In, and 
February Lobby Day can be found on our website. 

 www.iowafarmersunion.org!

Left to Right: President Jana Linderman, IFU members D’Quinton 
Robertson & Anna Johnson, Vice-President Aaron Lehmann,    

Grassley office staffer and  Senator Charles Grassley. 
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My family and I were honored to host a delegation of 
Cuban dignitaries, including the Cuban Agricultural 
Minister Gustavo Rodriguez Rollero along with U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack on our humble Polk 
County farm this past June. This was only the third cabinet 
level visit ever in our country between the United States 
and Cuba. !

Our farm was selected because we raise organic crops and                                                                                    
the discussion between the delegations included a wide                                                                                            
range of topics including long-term rotations and the                                                                                          
economic opportunities in organic agriculture for both                                                                                     
American and Cuban farmers. The delegations also toured                                                                                         
DuPont Pioneer in Johnston, Iowa State University in Ames,                                                                                 
and an ethanol facility in Nevada.!

After some very gracious introductions by Secretary 
Vilsack, we started our short walk around our farm.         
The wide-ranging conversation between the secretaries 
included topics such as soil health, organic certification, 
crop storage, cooperative development, nutrient 
management, sustainable energy, and intergenerational 
farming.  We all stressed the importance of farmers  
working together to create a healthy agriculture system.  !

The Cubans were also impressed by the condition of our 
twenty-year old tractors that do the heavy work on our 
farm.  We were told it is rare to see a tractor less than 50 
years old in Cuba and replacement parts are hard to find.!

L to R:  Aaron Lehman, Cuban Agriculture Minister Gustavo 
Rodriguez Rollero & U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack

"""
Iowa Family Farm Hosts  Cuban Ag Delegation   by Aaron Lehman                                          !

 Considering our two countries have been 
effectively closed off from one another for 
decades, the common goals and shared 
challenges were remarkable. I am very hopeful 
that more interaction at all levels between our 
countries, from farmer to farmer conversations to 
official  dialogues between heads of state, can 
lead to a better understanding of one another and 
to shared opportunities for our agricultural 
systems.             !

At the end of the visit, we offered our guests an 
assortment of our farm products (including my 
son’s dairy goat soap), farmer hats and shirts 
including some prominently featuring the Iowa 
Farmers Union logo.  Our new friends surprised 
us with a much more valuable item to remember 
the visit, a box of Cuban cigars.!

As a nonsmoker, I can’t fully appreciate the fine 
tobacco leaves and craftsmanship that went into 
the gift. As a farmer, I can’t fully know where a 
friendly visit and improved diplomatic 
relationships may lead.  But I know the truth of 
Abraham Lincoln’s words cited by Secretary 
Vilsack that day: the best way to eliminate an 
enemy is to make a friend. 

Aaron Lehman’s farm is located in Polk County.  He is Vice President of the 
Iowa Farmers Union.  Lehman’s father Philip & son Ben are also IFU members.
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FREE TRADE!  FREE LUNCH!   by Alan Guebert

We in agriculture talk about free trade agreements as if they 
are the international equivalent of a free lunch. All we need 
is a trade deal, we preach, and a full belly - easy profit - is an 
almost certainty. "
This lovely belief, of course, overlooks the absolute certainty 
that there is no such thing as a free lunch. Someone 
somewhere always pays.  More often than not, that someone 
over the last 25 years has been the United States and its 
farmers, claims new research from the Agricultural Policy 
Analysis Center (APAC) at the University of Tennessee. "
In the lead-up to the Obama Administration bringing the 
Trans- Pacific Partnership (the ocean-spanning trade deal 
between the U.S., Canada, Mexico, Australia, Chile, New 
Zealand, Brunei, Vietnam, Peru, Singapore, Malaysia, and 
Japan) to Congress, APAC’s Daryll E. Ray and Harwood D. 
Schaffer penned a series of columns that examined the 
effects of seven recent American “free” trade deals on U.S. 
farm and food exports and imports before and after 
implementation. "
For example, when Ray and Schaffer squared the books on 
U.S. farm and food exports and imports to and from Canada 
under the North American Free Trade Agreement, they found 
that the “cumulative balance of trade” for the U.S. goods 
from 1997 to 2014 “ was -$30.4 billion.” "
That means Canada sent $30.4 billion more in ag goods - 
grains, meat, animals, fish, wood, and fur - south than 
America sent north under NAFTA once the 1994 deal was 
fully implemented. "
Likewise, Mexico sold the U.S. $9.6 billion more in food 
and farm goods over the same 18-year period than the U.S. 
sold Mexico. "
In total, they noted, NAFTA brought nearly $40 billion more 
Canadian and Mexican farm and food goods into the U.S. 
between 1997 and 2014 than the U.S. shipped to Canada and 
Mexico. "
This isn’t breaking news; anyone who can read knows that 
NAFTA has been far more beneficial to international agbiz 
that works both sides of the border than farmers and ranchers 
who work on either side . What continues to be news, 
however, is that American farm and commodity groups 
stubbornly refuse to accept that NAFTA - like all trade deals 
- is a two-way street. "
Ray and Schaffer explain this paved, nearly-flat roadway in 
and out of the U.S. this way: “As the NAFTA results 
suggest, high expectations that trade deals will accelerate 
growth in the value of total U.S. agricultural exports don’t 
always materialize.”

Now there’s a phrase U.S trade negotiators might tattoo on 
their, well, persons because when Ray and Schaffer 
examined other trade pacts signed by the U.S. since NAFTA 
what they found wasn’t that “high expectations” for trade 
“don’t always materialize” but rather that any expectations, 
high, low or in between, almost never materialize. "
For example, overall the 2001 U.S.-Jordan pact is $224 
million under water, the 2004 U.S.-Australia deal has netted 
U.S. farmers an piddling $175 million over 10 years, and 
the 2006 trade pacts with Bahrain and Morocco collectively 
are about $90 million in the hole. "
The big loser, though, is the 2004 U.S.-Chile pact. In 10 
years, Chile has sent the U.S. $24.7 billion in farm goods 
more than the U.S. sent there. "
Overall, these post-NAFTA trade deals have, cumulatively, 
brought $1.6 billion more of imported food and farm goods 
here than we exported there. "
“While that number is relatively small,” suggest the 
Tennessee co-authors, “it is likely not the size or direction 
of the of net change that trade agreement proponents would 
have had farmers believe at the time these agreements we 
put into place.” "
Shorn of its academic niceties, what Ray and Schaffer mean 
is that American farmers and ranchers resemble sheep 
running toward often-promised greener pastures every time 
politicians and farm leaders ring the free trade bell. Those 
greener pastures, like the proverbial free lunch, however, 
rarely “materialize.” The proof is in the quiet numbers, not 
the clanging bell. "
Sheep may not know the difference but, after decades of 
buying lunch for our “free trade” partners, we should. "

Alan Guebert, an Illinois farmer,  is an award-winning journalist who 
writes ‘The Food and Farm File’, a weekly column syndicated in over    
70 newspapers across the U.S. To read more of Alan Guebert’s writing 

visit www.farmandfoodfile.com                                                                  
This article reprinted with permission from the author.  
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M   E  M   B   E   R   S   H   I   P      M   A  T   T   E   R   S   

‘A MEMBER A DAY’                                  
2016 MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN!
Imagine what would happen if 
every current member encouraged 
someone else to join, signed up a 
neighbor, friend or family member 
or, gave a gift membership . . .  the 
IFU would easily reach or even 
surpass our membership goal of 
366 new members in 2016.   !
As we head toward our December 
convention and the end of our 
101st year, we are only about a1/3 
of the way there.  We need we you 
to step up and help make our 
campaign a success.  !
What does having more members 
mean?  It means a stronger voice!  
It means a more vibrant and 
powerful organization! It means 
more say on issues that affect the 
lives of farmers & consumers!!
An organization is only as strong 
as its membership.  You create the 
organization you need by getting 
involved, bringing new blood into 
the fold and supporting it through 
membership and donation.  You 
are the IFU!!

All new members and those signing 
them up in 2016 have a chance to    

win a  $500 Hy-Vee gift card.  !
"

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIPS !
Any current or new IFU member can 
become a Sustaining Member.  This 
membership breaks down your dues 
into easy to manage monthly 
payments while helping to support the 
educational and advocacy work of the 
Iowa Farmers Union. You can begin as 
low as $5 a month or go as high as you 
like in $5 increments.  You do nothing 
but send us a cancelled check or credit 
card number and we take care of the 
rest.  Easy as 1-2-3!   A sustaining 
membership enrollment form is 
included with every new and 
renewing member-ship form we send 
out. Sustaining Membership is the 
gift that keeps on giving!!"
ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIPS!
This new membership category is  
open to all organizations that support 
the grassroots mission of the IFU -      
to support independent family farms 
through education, legislation and 
cooperation.  !
Member benefits include a seat on the 
IFU Policy Committee, access to all 
educational programs at member rates 
and more!   Dues, which range from 
$100 t0 $1,000 are based on the 
organization’s annual budget. Join 
today and show your organization’s 
support for Iowa Family Farmers!  

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS!
The letters have gone out.  
Perhaps you’ve received one or 
two or, maybe an email or a  
phone call.  What are you waiting 
for?  If you haven’t renewed yet, 
there’s no time like the present.   !
Your membership is important to 
us!  No matter how good we are 
at getting new people to join, 
without renewing members, our 
numbers won’t grow and neither 
will our power!!
To renew by mail, use the self-
addressed envelope inside your 
renewal notice.  To renew online, 
visit our website or give me a call 
and we can get you signed up 
again right over the phone! Your 
membership matters!!

"
THANK YOU LIFETIME MEMBERS 
BEGINNING FARMER SPONSORS!
Thank you to the following 
Lifetime Members who have 
sponsored Beginning Farmers 
members as part of our A-
Member-A-Day campaign:!
Karene Topp, Helen Rogers, Gary 
Lamb, Alice Carey, Jerry Lynch, 
Lorrie Whitaker, Le Roy 
Simonson, Jim & Barb Kalbach, 
Paul Bringman, Dan & Ila Taylor 
and Kermit Miskell.  !

If you would like to sponsor a 
new member, we’d be happy to 

help make that happen.                                                
!                                   !
Contact:!

Deborah Bunka                                
IFU Membership Coordinator     

(515) 451-8492    
dbunka@iowafarmersunion.org!

"
Mark Your Calendars 

IFU Annual Convention                         
Friday, December 2                                             !

Iowa Arboretum,  Madrid!
Registration information will be available soon.!
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P.O. Box 1883 
Ames, IA  50010

"
December 5 - 8    4 to 7pm CST   !

Top speakers discussing issues such as mentorship, 
student loans, land tenure, conservation & more""
F  R  E  E     R  E  G  I  S  T  R  A  T  I  O  N!
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