
 

RESTORING WATER QUALITY 

Rural communities & farm families deserve clean 
water that is safe for our children to drink. As 
family farmers, we are proud to serve as stewards 
of our land and water, and we have been asked to 
invest significant time, acres, and dollars in 
implementing conservation and pollution control 
measures on our farms. To ensure that we achieve 
our goals of restoring clean water and that both 
farmers’ efforts and public funds are wisely spent, 
WE SUPPORT: 
• Adequate and sustainable funding for 

programs that will restore the health of Iowa 
rivers, lakes, and wetlands, including full funding 
of the Natural Resources Trust Fund approved 
by voters in 2010; 

• A watershed approach to water quality funding that incorporates comprehensive and consistent 
assessment, planning, implementation, and monitoring of all water contaminants; and 

• A water quality monitoring program for private wells to allow rural residents and local public 
health agencies to accurately assess contamination of private wells and the associated health risks 
for the rural families and farms that rely on them. 

 

PROMOTING FAMILY LIVESTOCK FARMS 

Decades of market concentration & consolidation 
have displaced many of Iowa’s independent family 
livestock farms, replacing them with contract 
production, industrial-scale facilities, and out-of-
state corporate ownership. We need a plan for rural 
development that promotes and prioritizes the role 
of locally-owned family farms in stewarding our 
natural resources, promoting quality of life in rural 
communities, and serving as engines for the rural 
economy. To preserve the tradition of family 
livestock farms in Iowa and to promote the 
development of a new generation of family farms, 
WE SUPPORT: 
•  Action by the attorney general of Iowa to assess the impacts of industry consolidation on farmers 

and consumers and to identify solutions for issues of fairness, transparency, and competition in 
livestock markets; 

• A level playing field for locally-owned family livestock farms with fair tax policies and 
environmental standards that address the community impacts of industrial-scale livestock facilities; and 

• The ability of local communities to better control siting and construction of industrial-scale 
livestock facilities that may burden rural infrastructure, the environment, and public health. 

OUR 2017 PRIORITIES

THE VOICE OF FAMILY FARMERS

Why is this our priority? 
• In 2015, E.coli & toxic algae blooms closed 

over 2 dozen state park beaches in Iowa. 
• Over the past 5 years, more than 60 Iowa 

cities have faced unsafe nitrate levels in their 
drinking water. 

• In 2016, the USGS reported record nitrogen 
levels in the Mississippi River & a “dead zone” 
in the Gulf of Mexico that had grown to 6,800 
square miles. 

• The Natural Resources Trust Fund approved 
by voters in 2010 remains unfunded.

Why is this our priority? 
• Since 1970, Iowa has lost over 90 percent of 

its independent family hog farms. 
• Just four companies process 85 percent of 

cattle, 74 percent of hogs, and 54 percent of 
chickens raised in the U.S. 

• Contract livestock farming has resulted in 
unfair treatment of farmers and profits that flow 
to the out-of-state corporations that own the 
animals. 

• Industrial livestock facilities pose infrastructure 
& environmental burdens for rural communities.



GROWING LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS 
As Iowa’s local and regional food systems grow 
and become more established, Iowa’s local food 
producers need the right policies and resources to 
help them innovate, grow, and take local food 
production to the next level. In order to build a 
vibrant farm & food economy in Iowa that creates 
important economic opportunities for beginning 
family farmers, increases the diversity and 
resilience of our food system, and improves 
nutrition and health outcomes for Iowa families, 
WE SUPPORT: 
• Adopting a goal of food independence for the 

state of Iowa, to decrease our dependence on 
imported food and promote new markets for food grown by Iowa farmers; 

• Creating a new local foods revolving loan fund to: 
• Expand or improve a family farm operation producing specialty crops and livestock for local 

and regional markets; and 
• Invest in local, farmer-owned marketing and processing facilities that serve family farmers 

growing specialty crops and livestock for local and regional markets. 
 

PROTECTING FARMS FROM PESTICIDE DRIFT 

Pesticide drift - when a pesticide moves away from 
its intended target - can damage yields, endanger 
organic certification, make food crops unsafe to 
consume, and negatively impact human and 
animal health.  Our farm families have a right to 
basic legal and financial protection when 
negligently applied chemicals destroy a crop, 
damage a farm business, or harm the health of 
farm families & farm workers. To help Iowa farmers 
seeking better resources and protections,  
WE SUPPORT: 
• Adoption of an online reporting system, to 

facilitate easier and more accurate reporting 
following a drift incident; 

• Maintaining electronic records of pesticide 
use and incident reporting to replace the 
current paper filing system and improve access 
to public records; 

•  Adjusting the maximum $500 fine for drift 
violations to reflect inflation in the decades since the Iowa Pesticide Act was first passed.

The Iowa Farmers Union is a grassroots member organization of family farmers, ranchers, advocates, and 
consumers who work to promote and strengthen the independent family farm. Our legislative priorities are 

proposed, debated, and voted on directly by our members.  IFU’s family farmer members include corn, 
soybean and grain farmers, livestock producers, dairy producers, organic farmers, fruit and vegetable and 

specialty crop growers, and diversified market farms that sell directly to Iowa consumers.  As the oldest 
general farm organization in Iowa, the IFU has served as the voice of family farmers since 1915. 

Questions? Contact: 
     Aaron Heley Lehman, IFU President   alehman@iowafarmersunion.org   (515) 291-2656 
     Dane Schumann, IFU Government Relations Representative   dane@advocacyiowa.com   (319) 350-4730 
www.iowafarmersunion.org     On Facebook: /IowaFarmersUnion     On Twitter: @IowaFarmersUnion

Why is this our priority? 
• Direct-to-consumer food sales generate over 

$320 million a year for Iowa farms. 
• If Iowa farmers met just half the existing 

demand for locally grown food, it would create 
$1.67 billion in annual sales and support 
12,000 Iowa jobs. 

• Food crops are a vital opportunity for the 
thousands of new farmers that we need to 
recruit over the next decade. 

• Better access to fresh local produce improves 
nutrition & health outcomes for Iowa families.

Why is this our priority? 
• Drift poses a risk to human health, livestock, 

and any field crop not approved for the 
chemical being applied. 

• In 2016, dicamba drift damaged hundreds of 
thousands of crop acres and caused millions of 
dollars in losses to farms across 10 states. 

• Contaminated food crops endanger human 
health and risk an average of $25,000 per acre 
or more in crop losses. 

• Iowa ranks 6th in certified organic farms; 30 
percent are operated by beginning farmers.


