Gra
2025 Convention Issue

A Quarterly Newsletter from the
lowa Farmers Union




Grassroots Fall 2025

Since 1915, lowa Farmers Union members have
worked together to strengthen the independent
family farm through legislation, education and
cooperation and to provide lowans with safe food,
a clean environment and healthy communities.
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A Letter on the Passing of Frederick
Kirschenmann

By: Aaron Lehman, Polk County Farmer and IFU
President

The lowa Farmers Union mourns the passing

of theologian, farmer, and professor Frederick
Kirschenmann on September 13, 2025 at the age
of 90.

Fred came to lowa State University in 2000 to
became the director of the Leopold Center for
Sustainable Agriculture where he remained until
2021 when he retired. His legendary status in
agriculture and theological circles is unquestioned.
His dedication and humble service formed a
lifelong vocation that never likely will be repeated.

Be sure to read the full obituary found at bit.ly/
Fred-Kirschenmann. Fred was ideally suited to
lead the Leopold Center in its mission to develop
and promote profitable farming systems that
conserve natural resources and reduce negative
environmental and economic impacts from
agriculture.

Not surprisingly, the entrenched powers that
dominate agribusiness hoped that the actual work
done by the Leopold Center would be ineffective
and easily marginalized. In fact, however,

Fred's leadership took the Center’s work to
unprecedented levels of impact in practical terms
best understood in lowa’s fields, pastures, and
rural communities.
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Fred’s comments in the 2020 Leopold Annual

Report say it best--- the fact that to adopt a culture of agriculture

grounded in ecological principles, would require

“.--while the Leopold Center has been pushed a “land ethic” that “reflects the existence of an

aside by many in modern agriculture, it has ecological conscience, and this in turn reflects

demonstrated that its role is essential in a conviction of individual responsibility for the

anticipating some of the changes we are health of the land.” And he went on to point out

likely to experience in our future—such as that health, “is the capacity of the land for

climate change, shortage of industrial inputs, self-renewal.”

and water pollution. Also key is the Leopold

Center’s responsibility to prepare farmers These are some of the core principles that

and the public to meet these challenges. | inspired the creation of the Leopold Center,

am confident that the Leopold Center, and and motivated me to enthusiastically devote

the research it has sponsored, will become the rest of my life to its mission. We owe it to

increasingly important to the future of food future generations to leave them a world with

and agriculture. clean water, healthy soils, a stable climate and

nourishing food.”
All of this will require that we also adopt an

ethical mandate, something that Aldo Leopold Fred Kirschenmann leaves us with these essential
and the founders of the Leopold Center truths. Let us all live by his ethical mandate each
recognized. Leopold was adamant about and every day.

WE'VE GOT OPENINGS ON THE |FU BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The 2025 IFU Convention will include elections for the following positions. All Regular and Beginning Farmer
members are entitled to cast a ballot (1 vote per membership). Members must be present at the convention to cast a
vote.

There are a total of 16 positions on the IFU Board of Directors. Of these, 6 will be voted on at the 2025 IFU
Convention. Any eligible members looking to fill open board positions may contact the office prior to convention, or
can be nominated by Regular and Beginning Farmer members in attendance.

Open Seats (3-year terms unless noted):
NW District Representative - 1 position open, 3-year term
«  SW District Representative - 1 position open, 3-year term
NE District Representative - 1 position open, 3-year term
SE District Representative - 1 position open, 3-year term
« Student Representative (At-large, Non-Voting) - 1 (1-year term; ages 16+, enrolled in school/college/post-grad)

Delegate to 2026 NFU Convention
The 2025 IFU Convention will elect 1 delegate to represent lowa at the NFU Convention, March 7-9, 2026 in New
Orleans. Eligible candidates: Regular or Beginning Farmer members who are or have been
active farmers. Delegates help shape NFU legislative policy. Travel, lodging, and meals

covered by Farmers Union. u
Please contact the IFU state office through email at info@iowafarmersunion.org or by phone !‘
at (515) 451-8492, on or before Dec. 3 if you would like your name to be included on the

ballot for any of the above positions.

Not sure what district you're in? For a full list of counties associated with each board [ |
opening, follow the QR code or visit bit.ly/IFUBOD.
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This September, nine lowa Farmers Union members
represented lowa farmers in Washington, D.C,, during the
National Farmers Union fly-in. One of them, Anna Pesek,
shares her perspective on what it meant to bring her voice,
and the voices of other young farmers, to Capitol Hill.

A Beginning Farmers Voice on Capitol Hill: My
reflections on the lowa Farmers Union 2025 D.C. Fly-In
By: Anna Pesek

In early September, | traveled to Washington D.C. alongside
the largest group of lowa Farmers Union members to attend
the National Farmers Union annual fly-in in the past 25
years. It is not easy to leave the farm, especially during an
incredibly busy time of year, but | felt that it was important
to meet with my elected officials in person and share what |
am experiencing as a young and beginning farmer.

My goals in attending were multipart. First and foremost,

| wanted to share directly with my legislators how the
cancellation of the Local Food Purchasing Assistance
Program and Local Food for Schools Program had affected
my own farm business.

Secondarily, | wanted to hear from other farmers across the
country about the current challenges they were facing on
their own farms.

Thirdly, | wanted to be a part of letting our elected officials
know how important the passage of a comprehensive and
equitable farm bill is for young and beginning farmers like
myself.

Stop one at the fly was a briefing with appointed
administration officials from the USDA. All fly-in participants
had the opportunity to hear about the current goals of
USDA, including the priorities of NRSC.

Questions from farmers, including myself, abounded.
With farmers across the country experiencing record-
high input costs and falling crop prices, many expressed
strong concern about trade policies and farm safety net
programs.

| asked how the agency would work on rebuilding trust
with farmers after an abrupt funding freeze in February
left many farmers without payment for projects

they were in the midst of or had signed contracts

for. Farmers need a strong partner in the federal
government, and partnerships need reliability, trust, and
follow-through.

Also on the first day of the fly-in, | had the opportunity
to attend a meeting at the Department of Justice
alongside Assistant Attorney General Gail Slator of

the Antitrust Division. Farmers Union members from
across the country shared their concerns about massive
consolidation in the agriculture industry—ranging

from their seeds, fertilizer, meat packing, genetics,
equipment, and more.

As a beginning livestock farmer, | know firsthand what it
looks like to build a business in an industry that has run
away due to a lack of antitrust enforcement.

Over the following two days of the fly-in, our group

of lowans met with the offices of Representative
Mariannette Miller-Meeks, Representative Randy
Feenstra, Representative Zach Nunn, Senator Chuck
Grassley, Senator Joni Ernst, and Representative Ashley
Hinson.

We shared our personal experiences, including how the
farm economy is on the brink of crisis. As a group our
top concerns were the disruption in market access due
to the present trade decisions, low commodity prices
and the need to strengthen the farm safety net, the
need to support conservation programs, and a loss of
market access for local and regional food systems.

We expressed that it is imperative that we see a farm
bill passed that supports the livelihoods and longevity of
small and mid-sized family farmers. While only time will
tell if our elected officials will take the urgent actions
necessary to curb a farm crisis in process, our lowa
group did our jobs of sharing our stories and making
strong policy suggestions for a path forward.

Anna Pesek is a young farmer in Delaware County, lowa.
She runs Over the Moon Farm alongside her wife, Shae
Pesek. The two raise farrow-to-finish Berkshire pork,
pasture-raised poultry, and aggregate beef and lamb
from other young farmers. They sell their products
across the state and to a national audience. Anna is a
proud member of the lowa Farmers Union.




2025 IFU ANNUAL CONVENTION

Quality Inn & Suites - 2601 E 13TH ST. Ames, IA

FRIDAY, DEC. 5 - DAY 1

9 am - Convention Registration and Check-in Table Opens

10 am to 2 pm - lowa Local Food Summit (lunch provided)

Join farmers, food system professionals, state agencies, and state legislators for a day of conver-
sation and collaboration on the future of lowa’s local food system. The summit will feature three
panels, a locally-sourced lunch, and bring together voices from across the state to share ideas, build
partnerships, and shape policies that strengthen family farms, local food businesses, and our rural
communities.

3 to 7 pm - Candidate Forum and Reception

Join fellow IFU members for our upcoming Candidate Forum and Reception. This is your chance to
hear directly from senate and congressional candidates in what will be some of the nation’s most
closely watched races in 2026. We're proud to provide IFU members the opportunity to engage
with candidates on stage and connect with them and their teams over drinks and light appetizers.

Interested in Shaping IFU Policy?

Each year at our Annual Convention, lowa Farmers Union members are invited to submit proposed
amendments to our Policy Book.

All submitted amendments will be reviewed and read aloud during the Policy Discussion on Day
Two of the convention, where members will have the opportunity to discuss and vote on them.

To submit an amendment, please follow the QR code or visit bit.ly/IFU-Policy-Amendments and
provide:

+ The exact location of the amendment (section heading, page number, and line number), and
+ The specific change you are proposing (either to insert new text or remove existing text).

Submissions received prior to the start of the Policy Discussion will be compiled into a draft of
submitted amendments for consideration and approval by the convention body.

There will also be an opportunity to submit amendments from the floor
during the Policy Discussion.

Thank you for helping shape the future and direction of the lowa Farmers
Union!




2025 IFU CONVENTION AGENDA
QUALITY INN & SUITES - AMES

SATURDAY, DEC. 6 - DAY 2

7 am - Convention Registration and Check-in Table Opens

8 am - Convention Welcome and State of the Farmers Union Address

8:40 am - Trade & Tariffs
Chad Hart, Jonathan Coppess, and Aaron Lehman will discuss how trade policies and global markets
shape opportunities and risks for lowa’s farmers.

10 am - Break

10:30 am - Choice of 2 Concurrent Workshops

Session 1: State of Rural Journalism in lowa

Journalists Art Cullen (Storm Lake Times), Chris Clayton (DTN Progressive Farmer), Cami Koons (lowa
Capital Dispatch), and Doug Burns (lowa Capital Dispatch) explore the challenges and importance of local
journalism in telling rural stories and supporting informed communities.

Session 2: How Local Food Helps the Farmers’ Share
Discover how strengthening local food systems can increase farmer profitability, build community
resilience, and keep more food dollars in lowa.

11:30 am - Lunch & Pie Auction

12:15 pm - Future of the Farm Bill, Keynote Address by Jonathan Coppess
Jonathan Coppess shares insights into what’s ahead for the next Farm Bill and what it means for the
future of family farming and agricultural policy.

1:15 pm - Policy Round tables
Join small-group discussions to share ideas, identify priorities, and shape the foundation for IFU’s 2026
policy positions.

2 pm - Choice of 2 Concurrent Workshops

Session 1: Lessons from Polk County: Cancer, Water, and You

Explore recent findings linking water quality and public health in Polk County, and what they mean for
farmers and rural communities statewide.

Session 2: History of Rural lowa Movement & Member Action Workshop
Learn about lowa’s grassroots organizing legacy and how IFU members can take effective action to
advance today’s rural priorities.

3 pm - Break

3:15 pm - IFU Board Elections
Make your voice heard in shaping the future leadership of the lowa Farmers Union.

3:45 pm - Policy Round Tables and Debate
Help write the lowa Farmers Union Policy Book and set legislative priorities for 2026 — Your voice makes
a differencel

5 pm - Convention Adjournment
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Union Registration Form

Name:

Address:

City: State:

ZLip: County:
Phone: ( ) Cell: Yes No

Total number of people you are registering:

Name(s) of additional registrants:

IFU Member: Yes No
IFU Member: Yes No
IFU Member: Yes No
IFU Member: Yes No

Do you or anyone in your party have dietary restrictions? (Please list restriction and attendee name if not self)

Early Bird Discount!
|FU Members, register by Monday;

November 20 and save $5 on each
individual registration.

Please flip this page over to complete your convention registration and payment. Convention registration may also be

done online at www.iowafarmersunion.org.




2025 Convention Registration Payment Form

The lowa Farmers Union Annual Convention is our yearly gathering of members from across the state. Not yet a

member? Join today at our special convention rate and be part of the IFU community!

$30 (1-year Associate membership)

Day 1 - Friday, Dec. 5)
Local Food Policy Summit

Free to Attend - Registration open to the public

Candidate Forum & Reception

Free to Attend - Registration open to IFU members

Day 2 - Saturday, Dec. 6)

Convention Programming

$60 ($55 early bird) - Registration open to IFU members

Total Payment: $
Payment Method: Tl ol sl ol
Check Number:
Credit Card VISA MasterCard Discover

(Paypal is available for payment using the online registration portal)

NAME ON CREDIT CARD:

CARD #:
EXPIRY DATE: I 3-DIGIT SECURITY CODE:

YOUR AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURE:

Mail completed registration form and payment to: lowa Farmers Union

A self-addressed envelope has been enclosed P.0. Box 1883
for your convenience Ames, 1A 50010

For questions or concerns about the convention, contact Deborah Bunka at dbunka@iowatarmersunion.org or call (515) 451-8492.



Accommodations & Directions

Convention Accomodations

Hotel Name Address Phone Number LT f.rom
Convention
Quality Inn & Suites 2601 E13th St. (h1h) 2329260 Convention Venue
Holiday Inn Express 2600 E 13th St. (h15) 232-2300 Across the street
Days Inn by Wyndham 229 Duff Ave. (515) 203-3080 24 mi
Courtyard Ames 31 S17th St. (515) 620-5910 36mi
GrandStay Hotel & Suites | 1606 S Kellogg Ave. (h15) 232-8363 36mi

Book your room at the Quality Inn & Suites, and get a special $92 block rate for the IFU convention

attendees. To make your reservation using IFU’s block, call: 515-232-9260

Also Note: IFU offers a member benefit discount of 20% for hotels in the Wyndham Group. Use your Farmers
Union Wyndham Worldwide Discount (AWD) number 1000009284 and book directly with the hotel to enjoy

these special savings.

Conference Location:

Quality Inn & Suites Ames
Conference Center is located at
2601 East 13th Street, Ames, IA,
a 1/2 mile off of the 135 13th
Street exit.

All entrances at the Quality Inn &
Suites are accesible for individuals
with mobility limitations.

Parking is available at the conference
center.

Izaak Walton
League Park
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