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Welcome to the 110th Annual lowa Farmers Union State Convention

Dear IFU Member,

The lowa Farmers Union Board of Directors welcomes you to the 2025 lowa Farmers Union Annual Convention.
This gathering is our chance to come together, reflect on the year, and chart the course ahead—your voice is
essential. We're glad you're here.

During our two days of programming, we will engage in timely workshops and panels, discuss key issues for lowa
family farmers, share food and fellowship, elect our leaders, and set the policy priorities that will guide us in the
year ahead. We hope you leave energized to make a difference on your farm and in your community.

Be sure to join us for the Candidate Forum and Reception, a special opportunity to hear directly from senate and
congressional candidates in what promise to be some of the nation’s most closely watched races in 2026. Take
part in the panel on Trade and Tariffs, where Lori Wallach, Chad Hart, Jonathan Coppess, Mike Stranz, and Aaron
Lehman will discuss how global markets influence opportunities and risks for lowa farmers. Choose from a variety
of workshops on rural journalism, the farmers’ share of the food dollar, water quality and public health, and the
history of lowa’s rural movement, paired with member action training.

Don’t miss our keynote address by Jonathan Coppess, who will share his insights on the future of the Farm Bill
and what its direction means for family farmers. Participate in policy round tables and debate sessions as we work
together to shape the 2026 IFU Policy Book. And be sure to take part in IFU Board elections, where your voice
helps determine the leadership that will carry our mission forward.

Experience it all at our 2025 convention in Central lowa!

Sincerely,
lowa Farmers Union Board of Directors




2025 IFU ANNUAL CONVENTION

Quality Inn & Suites - 2601 E 13TH ST. Ames, IA

FRIDAY, DEC. 5 - DAY 1

9 am - Convention Registration and Check-in Table Opens

10 am to 2 pm - lowa Local Food Summit

hosted by the lowa Food System Coalition (lunch provided) oy (4
Join farmers, food system professionals, state agencies, and state legislators for a ' .
day of conversation and collaboration on the future of lowa’s local food system. The d

summit will feature three panels, a locally-sourced lunch, and bring together

voices from across the state to share ideas, build partnerships, and shape policies I[IWAFUUI]SYSTEM
that strengthen family farms, local food businesses, and our rural communities. coALITION

Featuring:

State Agency Panel

- Erin Drinnin - Division Director, Community Access and Eligibility, lowa Department of
Health and Human Services

- Sacha Wise - Empower Rural lowa Director, Economic Development Authority
- Haley Hook - Legislative Liaison, lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship
- Meg Collins - Nutrition and Health Services Consultant, lowa Dept of Education

State Legislator Panel
- Senator Annette Sweeney (R, IA-27)
- Senator Mike Zimmer (D, 1A-35)
- Representative Rob Johnson (D, |1A-34)
- Representative Norlin Mommsen (R, 1A-70)

3 to 7 pm - Candidate Forum and Reception

Join fellow IFU members for our Candidate Forum and Reception. This is your chance to hear
directly from senate and congressional candidates in what will be some of the nation’s most closely
watched races in 2026. We're proud to provide IFU members the opportunity to engage with
candidates on stage and connect with them and their teams over drinks and light appetizers.

At the forum, Chris Petersen, Clear Lake farmer and past president of IFU, will receive the Lifetime
Achievement Award and Al Womble, State Political Director of the lowa Federation of Labor, AFL-
CIO will address the membership.

Confirmed Speakers:

-Ashley WolfTornabane (IA-04) SAVE THE DATE!

-Kathy Dolter (IA-02)

-Josh Turek (US Senate)
~Clint Twedt-Ball (IA-02) IFU Farm & Food Lobby Day
-Taylor Wettach (IA-01) February3

-Stephanie Steiner (IA-04)
-Sarah Trone-Garriott (IA-03)

~Christina Bohannan (IA-01) lowa Food System Coalition Food & Farm
-Jennifer Konfrst (IA-03) ,
-Nathan Sage (US Senate) [\ Day on the Hill

o

-Lindsay James (IA-02)

@ March 18 ﬁ/ ‘




2025 IFU CONVENTION AGENDA - QUALITY INN & SUITES - AMES

7 am - Convention Registration and Check-in Table Opens
8 am - Convention Welcome and State of the Farmers Union Address

8:40 am - Trade & Tariffs
Lori Wallach, Chad Hart, Jonathan Coppess, Mike Stranz and Aaron Lehman will discuss how trade policies and
global markets shape opportunities and risks for lowa’s farmers.

10 am - Greetings from U.S. Senator Peter Welch (Vt.), followed by break

10:30 am - Choice of 2 Concurrent Workshops

Session 1: State of Rural Journalism in lowa

Journalists Art Cullen (Storm Lake Times), Chris Clayton (DTN Progressive Farmer), Cami Koons (lowa Capital
Dispatch), and Doug Burns (lowa Mercury) explore the challenges and importance of local journalism in telling
rural stories and supporting informed communities.

Session 2: How Local Food Helps the Farmers’ Share

Discover how strengthening local food systems can increase farmer profitability, build community resilience,
and keep more food dollars in lowa during this discussion with Elle Gadient (Niman Ranch farmer advocate),
Ellen Walsh-Rosmann (Shelby County farmer), and Teresa Davis (West Forty Market).

11:30 am - Lunch & Pie Auction

12:15 pm - Future of the Farm Bill, Keynote Address by Jonathan Coppess
Jonathan Coppess (University of Illinois) shares insights into what’s ahead for the next Farm Bill and what it
means for the future of family farming and agricultural policy.

1:15 pm - Remarks from U.S. Senator Tom Harkin

1:30 pm - Policy Round Tables
Join small-group discussions to share ideas, identify priorities, and shape the foundation for IFU’s 2026 policy
positions.

2:15 pm - Choice of 2 Concurrent Workshops

Session 1: Lessons from Polk County: Cancer, Water, and You

Adam Shriver (The Harkin Institute), Claire Hruby (Drake University), and Kerri Johannsen (lowa Environmental
Council) will explore recent findings linking water quality and public health in Polk County, and what they
mean for farmers and rural communities statewide.

Session 2: History of Rural lowa Movement & Member Action Workshop
Join farm activists Denise O’Brien, Larry Harris, and Anna Pesek to learn about lowa’s grassroots organizing
legacy and how IFU members can take effective action to advance today’s rural priorities.

3:15 pm - Break

3:30 pm - IFU Board Elections
Make your voice heard in shaping the future leadership of the lowa Farmers Union.

4 pm - Policy Discussion & Amendments
Help write the lowa Farmers Union Policy Book and set legislative priorities for 2026 — Your voice makes a
difference!

5 pm - Convention Adjournment
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Thank you for your generous support!




Keynote Speaker - Jonathan Coppess is the Gardner

Associate Professor of Agricultural Policy at the

University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign and leads

the Gardner Agricultural Policy Program and Policy Design Lab. He is the
author of The Fault Lines of Farm Policy (2018) and Between Soil and Society
(2024) and a frequent contributor to farmdoc daily. Jonathan previously
served as Chief Counsel for the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry, Administrator of the Farm Service Agency at USDA, and
Legislative Assistant to Senator Ben Nelson. He grew up on his family farm in
Western Ohio and earned his Bachelor’s from Miami University and his Juris
Doctor from George Washington University Law School.

Special Guest - Tom Harkin is a former U.S. Senator from lowa who served in
Congress for 40 years, becoming the state’s longest-serving elected Democrat.
He is best known as the chief author of the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), landmark legislation that expanded civil rights and accessibility for
millions of Americans. In the Senate, Harkin also advanced paralysis research,
championed medical innovation, and later chaired the Senate Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Committee. After retiring in 2015, he and his wife Ruth
founded The Harkin Institute at Drake University to promote social justice and
civic engagement. Born and raised in Cumming, lowa, he is a proud husband,
father, and grandfather.

Trade & Tariffs - Chad Hart is a Professor of Economics at lowa State
University whose work focuses on agricultural policy, international trade, crop
insurance, biofuels, and commodity marketing. Originally from southwest
Missouri, he earned his B.S. from Southwest Missouri State University and

his Ph.D. in economics and statistics from lowa State. Before joining the ISU
faculty in 2008, Hart worked as a scientist at the Center for Agricultural and
Rural Development and as a policy and insurance analyst with the Food and
Agricultural Policy Research Institute, leading modeling efforts related to crop
insurance and bioenergy.

Trade & Tariffs - Lori Wallach is director of the Rethink Trade program at
American Economic Liberties Project and Senior Advisor to the Citizens Trade
Campaign. A 30-year veteran of U.S. and international trade debates, she has led
campaigns on NAFTA, WTO, and TPP, testified before Congress, and frequently
appears in major media as a trade expert. Wallach is the author of The Rise

and Fall of Fast Track Trade Authority and Whose Trade Organization? and a
graduate of Wellesley College and Harvard Law School.

Trade & Tariffs - Mike Stranz is Vice President of Advocacy for the National
Farmers Union, advancing NFU policy priorities and serving on the USDA-
USTR Agriculture Policy Advisory Committee. He previously worked on the
House Agriculture Committee staff, helping negotiate the 2018 Farm Bill, and
has held roles with NFU and the Wisconsin Farmers Union. Mike grew up on

a small farm in Abrams, Wisconsin, earned a degree in agricultural journalism
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and lives in Washington, D.C., with
his wife and two sons.




MEET THE WORKSHOP SPEAKERS

Art Cullen is editor of the Storm Lake Times Pilot, where he won the Pulitzer
Prize in 2017 for a series of editorials about surface water pollution in lowa. His
commentaries on agriculture, immigration and politics have appeared in The New
York Times, The Washington Post and The Guardian. He is the author of the new
book, “Dear Marty, We Crapped In Our Nest: Notes from the Edge of the World”
(Ice Cube Press).

Chris Clayton is the agricultural policy editor at DTN/The Progressive Farmer.
He’s also the author of The Elephant in the Cornfield: The Politics of Agriculture
and Climate Change, which describes in detail how farmers and farm lobbyists
have dealt with a changing climate.

Doug Burns is a fourth-generation lowa journalist and former co-owner of the
Carroll and Jefferson newspapers, where he long oversaw newsroom operations.
A Carroll resident, he writes regularly for La Prensa lowa and Des Moines City
View, and has also written for Inside Washington Publishers, The Palm Beach
Post, the Ames Tribune, and the lowa Independent. Burns serves as business
development director for Latino IQ, helping organizations connect with lowa’s
growing Latino community. A member of the lowa Writers’ Collaborative and an  §
instructor at the Okoboji Writers’ Retreat, he was named Carroll's 2019 Citizen of §
the Year. He is a graduate of Northwestern University.

Claire Hruby is a geologist and environmental scientist whose work focuses

' on water quality, hydrology, and soil and water contamination. After earning
her Ph.D. from lowa State University and working for many years at the lowa
DNR, she joined Drake University in 2023. At Drake, she teaches courses in
geology and water resources and leads the Soil and Water Assessment Team,
which studies contaminants such as E. coli, PFAS, nutrients, and heavy metals
across lowa. Her research combines field monitoring, environmental DNA, and
hydrologic analysis to better understand and protect lowa’s water resources.

Kerri Johannsen is the Senior Director of Policy and Programs with the lowa
Environmental Council, providing strategic oversight and advocacy strategy
across the Council’s Energy, Climate Initiatives, and Water Programs. She

has two decades of experience in environmental policy and has previously
served as the Council’'s Energy Program Director and Manager of Government
Affairs. Kerri worked with the U.S. Senate Agriculture Committee, the lowa
Power Fund, and as an analyst and Legislative Liaison with the lowa Utilities
Commission. Kerri was a visiting researcher with the Florence School of
Regulation in Florence, Italy, in the summer of 2024. She has a B.A. from
Gustavus Adolphus College and a Master’s in Public Policy from the Humphrey
Institute at the University of Minnesota.

Adam Shriver, Read about Adam on the IFU Award Winners page.
Cami Koons, Read about Cami on the IFU Award Winners page.

Anna Pesek, Read about Anna on the IFU Award Winners page.




/) Denise O’Brien and Larry Harris are longtime lowa farmers and advocates
for sustainable agriculture and rural justice. For decades, they have operated
a diversified organic farm near Atlantic while mentoring new farmers

and promoting soil health and community resilience. Denise is a national
leader in farm and food policy, especially in elevating women’s voices in
agriculture, and Larry has been a steadfast partner in advancing their shared
land-stewardship values. Together, they model a lifelong commitment to
sustainability, activism, and caring for future generations.

Elle Gadient grew up on her family’s diversified farm in eastern lowa and
is the fifth generation in her family to farm in the Midwest. She and Steve
Besler, her husband, are the proud owners of the Besler Century Farm
where they’ve reintroduced livestock, a Hereford cow-calf herd, to the land
and grow crops. Elle is devoted to building community. She serves on the
lowa Farmers Union board along with her role as the Niman Ranch farmer
advocate, providing support, education and community among the brand’s
network of hundreds of small to mid-size, independent family farms and
ranches. She was included on Forbes’ 2023 prestigious 30 Under 30 list,
recognizing her leadership to “redefine the way we eat, drink and think
about consumption.”

Ellen Walsh-Rosmann is a Harlan, lowa-based entrepreneur and community
advocate working to strengthen rural lowa through farming, local food, and
family initiatives. Raised on a dairy goat farm, she joined Rosmann Family
Farms after marrying Daniel Rosmann, and together they run a diversified
livestock-and-crop operation while raising their two children; she was
named 2023 lowa Mother of the Year, crediting community support. She
co-opened Milk & Honey, a downtown Harlan farm-to-table restaurant
featuring ingredients from their farm and other local producers, and founded
FarmTable Delivery to connect small and mid-sized lowa farmers with
groceries and restaurants. Through these ventures and her sustainable-

ag advocacy with groups like Practical Farmers of lowa, Ellen helps build a
thriving regional food economy in western lowa.

Teresa Davis is the owner of West Forty Market, an all-lowa meat market in
Ankeny that she launched after being displaced from her corporate job during
the 2020 pandemic; after nearly 17 years in the corporate world, she pursued
her dream of creating a year-round hub for lowa-raised meat, building on her
family tradition by featuring her dad’s beef and sourcing from eight other lowa '
farmers. What began as a few coolers has grown over four years into a market
offering 150+ cuts of beef, pork, chicken, bison, lamb, turkey, and wagyu -
processed at two local lockers - plus 120+ lowa-made goods like honey, rubs,
sauces, meal kits, dairy, spices, and fresh bread, with a full online store and
nationwide shipping; beyond the business, Teresa is deeply involved locally as
president of the Uptown Association, a frequent volunteer, and a mom who

loves spending time outdoors with her five-year-old daughter, Mattingly.




Journalist of the Year

Cami Koons is a reporter covering agriculture and

environmental issues for lowa Capital Dispatch and States

Newsroom. Prior to joining the Dispatch, Cami worked

for Kansas City PBS where she wrote and produced video

about rural areas surrounding the metro. Cami’s work has appeared in
States Newsroom outlets across the country, agricultural publications and
rural newspapers across the state.

lowa Farmers Union Award Winners .

Policy Priorities Champion of the Year

Dr Megan Srinivas is an lowa native and local doctor based in Des Moines. She
was first elected to represent District 30 in the lowa House of Representatives
in 2022, making her the youngest woman of color ever elected to the lowa
Legislature. Megan was raised in small town lowa and graduated from Fort
Dodge Senior High. Megan went on to receive undergraduate and graduate
degrees from Harvard University and her medical degree with a certificate

in teaching from the University of lowa’s Carver College of Medicine. She
completed her internal medicine residency at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine
and infectious disease fellowship at the University of North Carolina. Her roots
in lowa drove her to return home to improve health care in her community.

Dr. Srinivas has been instrumental in collaborating with grassroots organizations to educate lowan’s
about the link between certain environmental factors and cancer. She has been an outspoken
advocate for farmers and rural residents defending their health and well-being. She was critical to
the defeat of legislation which would have taken away legal protections for farmers who have been
unfairly placed at risk for cancer.

Advocate of the Year

Deborah Bunka proudly serves the lowa Farmers Union as membership
and fundraising director. During her tenure beginning in 2014, lowa
Farmers Union membership has nearly tripled, and she serves as a leading
voice among her National Farmers Union peers regarding membership
matters. In her various roles over the years with the lowa Farmers Union,
she has been involved in nearly every aspect of the organization. She has
served on the steering committee of the lowa Alliance for Responsible
Agriculture and in a leadership role on numerous other organizations and
coalitions.

Deborah came to lowa via Canada, where she worked for various non-profits, including serving as
Executive Director of the Tamarack Foundation for learning disabled children in Saskatchewan, and
editing an arts newspaper in Hamilton, Ontario. Relocating to Ames in 1996 with her family, she
wrote a monthly column on food history and availability of seasonal local foods for the Ames Tribune,
while also writing a regular food column for the regional ‘Facets’ magazine. For five years, Deborah
ran a farmers market in Ames, opening lowa’s first year-round, indoor market and launching a CSA.
Coinciding with her lifelong interest in social, political, and economic justice, she travelled around
lowa for several months, talking with people about clean water issues, and volunteered for two years
with lowa CCl as a citizen-lobbyist.




lowa Farmers Union Award Winners Cont...

Education Leader of the Year

Adam Shriver is the Director of Wellness and Nutrition Policy at the Harkin
Institute at Drake University. In 2025, he took a critical lead in bringing lowans
together to advance efforts to address water quality challenges in lowa. In the
spirit of Senator Harkin’s decades of problem-solving by investing in diverse
groups of lowans, Adam provided important leadership for helping the lowa
Farmers Union, the lowa Environmental Council, the Polk County Board of
Supervisors and other groups to consider the intersection of agriculture, water
quality, and public health. His efforts to organize the Our Water, Our Future: A
Look at the Central lowa Water Quality Report public forum at Drake University
in August will be remembered as a turning point for raising the demand for
public action to clean up lowa’s water.

Lifetime Service Award

Chris Petersen was voted president of the lowa Farmers Union in August
2006 and was re-elected for three terms serving until October of 2012.

He had previously served four years as vice president. He also served on
numerous Boards and commissions in lowa including the lowa Democratic
Party central committee and lowa Citizen Action Network and on the
national level including as a national Board Member of OCM (Organization of
Competitive Markets). He also served as a field coordinator for the Socially
Responsible Agricultural Project (SRAP).

Petersen has been involved in production agriculture for over 40 years. He and his wife Kristi maintain a
Berkshire herd on their farm near Clear Lake, IA;

‘I began work as a hired man at age 16,” says Petersen of his career in agriculture. | finished high
school while beginning a hog operation. All | ever wanted was to make a decent living farming, raise

my pigs, and raise my kids.” As a beginning farmer, Chris raised corn and soybeans on 400 acres. The
farm depression of the 1980s forced changes in how his family has approached farming, and kindled his
desire to speak out about the conditions of farmers.

Chris Petersen’s life-long service is deeply appreciated by the lowa Farmers Union and his impact will
last far into the future.

Rising IFU Leader of the Year

Anna Pesek is the co-owner of Over the Moon Farm, a thriving direct-to-
consumer meat business based in rural Delaware County, lowa. Together with
her wife, Shae, Anna raises farrow-to-finish Berkshire hogs, lamb, pasture-
raised chicken and turkey, and partners with young and beginning farmers to
offer customers grass-fed beef and other locally sourced products.

For over a decade, Anna has been dedicated to building an ethical,
transparent, and community-rooted food system. She is a proud and active
member of the lowa Farmers Union and an advocate for policies that support
independent family farms, fair markets, environmental stewardship, and a
stronger rural economy.

Her leadership, storytelling, and commitment to farmer-driven solutions continue to push the lowa food
and farm movement forward.
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