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THE FARM BILL COALITION AND DEFENDING SNAP

WHEREAS, the Farm Bill is the country’s most important package of food and farm programs and
historically reflects a coalition between rural farm communities and urban consumers; and,

WHEREAS, The 2018 Farm Bill expired on September 30, 2023, and Congress reached agreements to
extend the current farm bill; And while extensions were necessary to ensure the continuation of essential
farm policies and programs for the 2024 crop year, full reauthorization with important reforms to current
farm and food policy is required to meet the needs of family farmers, consumers, and our communities.

WHEREAS, the delays in farm bill debate represent a failure in political leadership at a time when
farmers' needs were most pressing due to deteriorating markets, weather related crises around the country,
and a massively consolidating agribusiness environment which has increased the cost of production.

WHEREAS, The farm economy is cyclical, and commodity price and input cost volatility are among the
chief reasons that family farmers are forced out of business; and further farm bills should be written with
tough times in mind so that programs serve as a safety net; and further farm bills should also principally

direct benefits toward family farmers. And

WHEREAS, Farm bills are best when they are forward-looking; and further, lawmakers must ensure the
next farm bill anticipates future needs, including by strengthening farm bill conservation and renewable
energy programs, which help farmers implement practices that fight climate change, build soil health, and
increase resilience. And,

WHEREAS, a strong Nutrition Title, including robust funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), is essential to food security and a core pillar of the Farm Bill; and Iowa Farmers Union
has long supported maintaining a strong nutrition title and expanding local and regional food procurement
opportunities within SNAP; and,

WHEREAS, repeated efforts in Congress to cut or restructure SNAP threaten not only the nutrition safety
net for millions of Americans, but also the future of the broader Farm Bill itself; and,

WHEREAS, weakening SNAP undermines the political coalition needed to pass strong farm programs
that provide stability for family farmers, conservation, local food systems, and rural development; and,

WHEREAS, Iowa Farmers Union believes that a safe, stable, and affordable food supply for all people is
a fundamental public responsibility and that family farmers and consumers benefit together when federal
food policy is strong and cooperative rather than divisive. Therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the lowa Farmers Union strongly supports a united rural-urban Farm Bill coalition and
will oppose any effort to reduce, restrict, or weaken SNAP benefits or eligibility; and be it further

RESOLVED, The following policies and provisions should be included in the Farm Bill:.

1. Advance Farmers Union Fairness for Farmers campaign priorities by:



e Including a dedicated competition title;

Bolstering market price discovery and transparency;

Updating the Packers & Stockyards Act and creating the “Office of the Special
Investigator” for competition at USDA to protect livestock producers from
anticompetitive practices;

Reinstating mandatory country-of-origin labeling (COOL);

Reforming checkoff programs to be producer-controlled and regularly reviewed; and
Spurring the development and expansion of diverse, local, and/or regional markets
throughout all aspects of farm and food supply chains.

2. Maintain and improve the farm safety net by:

e Increasing loan rates and other price-based triggers to reflect higher commodity prices
and input costs;

e [Establishing a dual enrollment option that allows farmers to receive the higher of the
Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) calculated payment;
Allowing for a voluntary base acres and yield update;
Making risk management products more accessible for specialty crop producers and
diverse cropping systems;

e Increasing oversight of the delivery of the federal crop insurance program to ensure that
family farmers and ranchers are the primary program beneficiaries.

3. Strengthen conservation programs and expand renewable energy opportunities by:
e Including strong funding that meets demand for voluntary, incentive-based conservation
programs;
e Providing crop insurance discounts to farmers for planting cover crops or for using other
practices that increase resiliency or decrease risk;
Supporting and improving the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP); and
Maintaining a strong Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).

Maintaining a strong nutrition title which should include robust funding for the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP), increase opportunities for local and regional procurement, and that supports
the food and nutrition security of our communities;

4. Supporting programs that promote and expand farmers markets, farm-to-school, and other
initiatives that strengthen local, regional, and diverse market opportunities;

5. Addressing farm stress and mental health in our communities, including by expanding and
funding the Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance Network (FRSAN);

6. Addressing barriers faced by urban, peri-urban, and historically underserved farmers and ranchers
in accessing scale-appropriate programs, credit, and other resources;

7. Rectifying county-level USDA staffing shortages, which impede program implementation, by
increasing funding, hiring, training, and pay for staff;

8. Strengthening the farm bill research title, especially programs that help farmers mitigate and
adapt to climate change; and

9. Providing all necessary funding to sustain and improve programs while streamlining farm
program applications and delivery processes whenever possible.
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REAFFIRMING OPPOSITION TO CO2 PIPELINES AND
EMINENT DOMAIN

WHEREAS, Iowa Farmers Union supports real climate solutions and recognizes that carbon capture
proposals tied to ethanol are being advanced as a short-term pathway, not a long-term fix; and,

WHEREAS, transporting CO2 through hazardous liquid pipelines poses serious safety risks to
landowners, rural residents, and emergency personnel, while threatening soil health, drainage systems,
crop yields, and property values; and,

WHEREAS, eminent domain is an extraordinary power meant only for projects that provide clear public
benefit, and private CO2 pipelines primarily serve outside investors seeking federal tax credits, not Iowa’s
public good; and,

WHEREAS, in 2024 the Iowa Utilities Commission approved Summit Carbon Solutions’ permit and
eminent domain authority, yet the project remains contested by landowners and is now seeking permit
amendments, route changes, and other revisions while still facing ongoing legal and regulatory
challenges; and,

WHEREAS, several Midwestern states have rejected or limited CO2 pipelines and eminent domain for
such projects, reinforcing that voluntary easements—not condemnation—must be the standard for any
private venture; Therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Iowa Farmers Union reaffirms its unequivocal opposition to the Summit Carbon
Solutions CO2 pipeline and any similar project that relies on eminent domain or coerced easements; and
be it further

RESOLVED, that lowa Farmers Union urges the lowa Utilities Commission to deny Summit’s pending
permit amendment requests and to rescind or restrict eminent domain authority where public benefit is not
clearly demonstrated; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the lowa Legislature should eliminate eminent domain for private CO2 pipelines and
fortify landowner rights and local government authority to protect citizens and natural resources.
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ADDRESSING FARMLAND PRICES AND REDUCING
CORPORATE CONSOLIDATION IN AGRICULTURE

WHEREAS, family farmers cannot survive without fair, competitive markets and affordable access to
land; and

WHEREAS, consolidation in meatpacking, seed, chemical, equipment, and commodity trading markets
allows corporate power to dictate prices, suppress farm income, and limit farmer bargaining rights; and

WHEREAS, private equity firms, pension funds, and non-farm investors increasingly purchase farmland
as a financial asset, driving up land prices and rents, extracting wealth from rural communities, and
shutting out beginning and family-scale farmers; and

WHEREAS, the trend of corporate and investment-driven control—both in markets and land
ownership—threatens farmer independence, community vitality, and the long-term security of our food
system,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the lowa Farmers Union calls on Congress, USDA, DOJ, and the
Federal Trade Commission to aggressively enforce antitrust laws, strengthen Packers & Stockyards
protections, and adopt new rules to prevent further consolidation in agricultural markets; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the lowa Farmers Union supports farmer legal protections, including
contract grower rights, transparency in pricing, and limits on corporate control over agricultural
production and processing; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the lowa Farmers Union urges state and federal leaders to restrict or
prohibit non-farm corporate and private equity ownership of agricultural land, require transparent
reporting of true ownership, and expand tax, credit, and conservation-based tools to keep land affordable
and in the hands of active family farmers, especially beginning and returning farmers.
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WATER QUALITY, CANCER, AND CONSERVATION

WHEREAS, Iowa’s water quality crisis continues to threaten public health, rural livelihoods, and the
long-term productivity of our land; and,

WHEREAS, communities across lowa face elevated cancer burdens and other chronic health impacts
consistent with long-term exposure to agricultural pollutants and contaminated drinking water; and,

WHEREAS, Iowa Farmers Union believes our environment is best protected by family farmers with
long-term stewardship interests, and that conservation succeeds when farmers have the resources and
support to implement proven practices; and,

WHEREAS, demand for state and federal conservation programs consistently exceeds available funding,
leaving many farmers unable to access cost-share, technical assistance, or long-term practice support; and,

WHEREAS, inadequate staffing at USDA agencies and state conservation offices creates delays, reduces
outreach, and makes programs harder to navigate—particularly for beginning farmers, small and
mid-sized operations, livestock producers, and farmers in underserved communities; and,

WHEREAS, the full public funding of the statewide water-monitoring network is essential to ensuring
transparent, scientifically sound data for protecting lowa’s drinking water, public health, and agricultural
future; and

WHEREAS, Iowa’s rivers, streams, lakes, and groundwater continue to be impaired by nutrient and
manure pollution, and existing CAFO water quality safeguards are only effective when fully implemented
and enforced; and

WHEREAS, effective conservation requires locally grounded technical assistance, stable multi-year
funding, and farmer-driven program design that recognizes lowa’s diverse soils, farm types, and
conservation needs; Therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the lowa Farmers Union urges Congress and the State of lowa to significantly expand
funding for conservation programs so that every farmer who wants to implement water-protective and
soil-building practices can access meaningful cost-share and long-term support; and be it further

RESOLVED, that lowa Farmers Union calls for robust, sustained staffing increases at USDA and state
conservation agencies to provide timely, high-quality technical assistance and make conservation
programs accessible, responsive, and farmer-friendly across Iowa; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the lowa Farmers Union calls on the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, and other relevant authorities to fully enforce existing CAFO water
quality protections, including permitting requirements, manure management standards, inspection and



monitoring, public transparency about ownership, spill reporting, and meaningful penalties to livestock
consolidators for violations, and including increased regulations to properly protect our natural resources;
and be it further

RESOLVED, that lowa Farmers Union supports conservation policies that prioritize voluntary,
incentive-based, farmer-led approaches backed by adequate public investment to achieve measurable
improvements in water quality and public health; and be it further

RESOLVED, that lowa Farmers Union supports the full public funding of the statewide water-monitoring
network to guarantee independent, reliable water-quality data statewide.
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FAIR TRADE, TARIFFS, AND STABLE MARKETS

WHEREAS, Iowa farmers have spent decades building reliable international markets that support fair
prices and stable demand for our crops and livestock; and,

WHEREAS, Iowa Farmers Union supports trade policy that is fair, rules-based, and designed to stabilize
farm income rather than trigger volatility; and,

WHEREAS, the blanket and unpredictable tariffs imposed in 2025 - and the retaliation they provoke -
create chaos in commodity markets, weaken farm income, and threaten hard-won export relationships;
and,

WHEREAS, tariffs also raise costs for farm inputs and equipment, compounding a year of already-high
production costs; and,

WHEREAS, in this unstable global context, developing resilient local, regional, and domestic markets is
essential to family-farm survival and community food security; Therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Iowa Farmers Union supports fair, strategic trade policy and urges federal leaders to
end chaotic blanket tariffs that harm farmers and destabilize markets; and be it further

RESOLVED, that lowa Farmers Union calls for coordinated investment in diversified local, regional, and
domestic supply chains and market opportunities to reduce vulnerability to trade shocks while
maintaining strong international market development.
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OPPOSING PARTISAN BEHAVIOR BY STATE AND
FEDERAL AGENCIES

WHEREAS, public agencies exist to serve all lowans and all Americans regardless of party and must
communicate in a professional, factual, and non-partisan manner; and,

WHEREAS, using official government platforms to advance partisan blame or political rhetoric
undermines public trust and the legitimacy of institutions that farmers rely on for fair and equal service;
and,

WHEREAS, during the 2025 government shutdown, official federal agency websites displayed partisan
language - including USDA messaging blaming the “radical left” - contrary to the obligation of agencies
to remain politically neutral; and,

WHEREAS, the Hatch Act provides essential safeguards to ensure that federal agencies and employees
carry out their duties free from partisan political influence, protecting public trust in government; and

WHEREAS, Iowa farmers need agencies to base decisions on law, science, and public interest rather than
political posture; Therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the lowa Farmers Union condemns partisan messaging by state or federal agencies and
calls on agency leadership and elected officials to restore non-partisan, public-serving communications
standards; and be it further

RESOLVED that the Iowa Farmers Union supports strong enforcement of the Hatch Act to prevent
partisan behavior within federal agencies and to uphold impartial, merit-based public service; and be it
further

RESOLVED, that lowa Farmers Union urges legislative oversight to ensure agencies uphold neutrality
and remain accountable to all citizens, not political factions.
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